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Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder and periſß. For I work 
a Work in your Days, a Work which you ſhall in no wiſe 
Believe, though a man declare it unto you. 

Acrs Xxiil, 41. 
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1 HE kingdom of God,” faith our 

bleſſed Lord, « js within you.“ 
It is no outward, no diſtant thing: © but a 
well of living water” in the ſoul, “ ſpringing 
up into everlaſting life.” It is "66 rightcout= 
neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” 
It is holineſs and happineſs. 

2. The general manner wherein 1t penn 
God to {ct it up in the heart is this. A ſinner, 
being drawn by the love of the Father, en- 
Iightened by the Son, (“ the true light which 
6 lighteth every man that cometh into the 
* world”) and convinced of fin by the Holy 
Ghoſt; through the preventing grace which is 
given him freely, cometh weary and heavy 
laden, and cafteth all his fins upon him that 1s 
* mighty to ſave,” He receiveth from him, 


true living faith. Being juſtified by faith, he 
hath peacc with God : he rejoices in hope of 
the glory of God, and knows that fin hath 
no more dominion over him. And the love 
of God is thed abroad in his heart, producing 
all holineſs of heart and of converſation. 
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. This work of God in the foul of man 1s 
ſo deſcribed 1n the following treatiſe, as I have 
not ſeen it in any other, either antient or 
modern, 1n our own or any other language. 
So that I cannot but value it next to the holy 
ſcriptures, above any other human compoſi - 
tion, excepting only the Chri/tian Pattern, and 
the {mall remains of Clemens Romanus, Polycarp, 
and Ignatius. 


4. Yet this great ſervant of God at ſome- 
times fell back from the glorious liberty he 
had received, into the ſpirit of fear and fin 
and bondage: but why was it thus > Becauſe 
the hand of the Lord was ſhortened ? No, ve- 
rily: but becauſe he did not abide in Chriſt; 
becauſe he did not cleave to him with all his 
heart; becauſe he grieved the Holy Spirit 


wherewith he was ſealed, by ſome, perhaps, 


undiſcerned unfaithfulneſs; who thereupon 
for a ſeaſon departing from him, left him 
wear and like another man, 


5. But it may be ſaid, „ The goſpel co- 
© venant does not promiſe entire freedom from 
© fin.” What do you mean by the word fin, 
Thoſe numberleis weakneſſes and follies, 


{ſometimes (improperly) termed fins of infir- 


mity ? If you mean only this, we ſhall not 
put off theſe but with our bodies. But if you 
mean, It does not promiſe entire freedom 
from fin, in its proper ſenſe, or from com- 


© mitting ſin;“ this is by no means true, un- 


leſs the ſcripture be falſe : for thus it is writ- 
ten, Whoſoever is born of God doth not 
„commit ſin:“ (unleſs he loſe the Spirit of 


adoption, if not finally, yet for a while, as 
did 
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did this child of God) * for his ſeed remaineth 
6 in him, and he cannot fin, becautc he is 
© born of God.” He cannot ſin ſo long as 
© he keepeth himſelf ;** for then © that w ick⸗ 
4e ed one toucheth him not,” 1 John ili. 9, 


37 1. 


6. We ſee then how to judge of that other 
aſſertion, © That the mercy of God to his 
* ſons in Chriſt Jeſus, extends to all infir— 
© mitics, follics, and fins ; multiplicd relap- 
“ ſes not excepted,” We grant, many of 
the children of God find mercy, notwithſtand- 
ing multiplied relapſes : but though it is poſ- 
iible a man may be a child of God, who is 
not fully freed from fin, it does not follow 
that freedom from fin is impoſſible, or that it 
is not to be expected by all; for it is promiſ- 
ed: it is deſcribed by the Holy (hoſt as the 
common privilege of all: and“ God will be 
£ mindful” (O let us be ſo!) ** of his cove- 
** nant and promiſe w hich he hath made to a 
„ thouſand generations.“ 


7. This caution is neceſſary to be remem- 
hered, that ye who are weak be not offended. 
Neither be ye offended, when ye hear the 
wiſdom of the world pronouncgall this mere 
enthubaſm : a hard word, which moſt of thoſe 
who arc fondeſt of it, no more underſtand 
than they do Arabic, Aſk, in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, him who calls it fo, “Is the king- 


dom of God ſet up in your foul? Do you 
feel that peace of God which paſſeth all 
ce 


underſtanding? Do you rejoice with joy 
** unſpeakable and full of glory * Is the love 
of God ſhed abroad in your heart by the 
„ Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in you?“ If 
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not, you are no judge of theſe matters: you 
cannot diſcern the things of the Spirit of God: 
they are enthuſiaſm, madneſs, fooliſhneſs to 
vou; for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 

8. Atk ſuch a one (but with meckneſs and 
love) Are youtaught of God? Do you know 
that he abideth in you? Have you the re- 
* velation of the Holy Ghoſt (they are the 
& words ot our own church) inſpiring into 
you the true meaning of ſcripture ?” If 
vou have not, with all your human {ſcience 
and w orldly wiſdom, you know nothing yet 

as You ought to know. Whatever you are in 


- other reſpects, as to the things of God vou 


are an unlearncd and ignorant man. And if 
you are unſtable too, you will wreſt theſe as 
you do allo the other icriptures to your own. 
deſtruction. 

9. Be not then ſurprized, ye that wait for 
peace, and joy, and love, through faith in 
the blood of Jeſus, that ſuch judges as theſe 
are continually crying out Enthuſiaſm l“. 
if vou ſpeak of the inward operations of the 
Holy Ghoit, And as to you who have alrea- 
dy peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who now feel his love ſhed abroad in 
your hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which 1s given 
unto you, with whoſe ſpirit the Spirit of God 
beareth witneſs that ye are the ſons of God; it 
is your part to confirm your love toward them 
in all lowlineſs and meekneſs: (For who is it 
that maketh thee to differ? Or what haſt thou 
which thou haſt not received ?) and to plead 
earneſtly for them at the throne of grace, that 
the day-ſtar may appear in their hearts alſo, 
and the ſun of righteouſneſs at length ariſe 
upon them with healing in his wings ! 


LoxDoN, JOHN WESLEY, 
Feb. 9, 1738-9. . 
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DF THE LIFE OF 


Mr. HALIBURT ON. 


r 
CHAPTER 1. 


A ſhort account of his birth and life, until ten years 


of age. 


1. R. Trxomas HAI BZUx rox, was born at 


which his father was ſometime miniſter) on Decem- 
ber 25, 1067 4. The three former parts of the fol- 
lowing account were wrote by himſelf; the laſt is 
partly extracted from his diary, and partly taken 
from eye and ear-witneſies. 

2. The common occurrences of the lite of one 
in all reſpects ſo inconliderable, are not worth re- 
cording, and if recorded, could be of little uſe ei- 
ther to myſelf or others, But it I can recount what 
has paſt between God and my ſoul, ſo as to diſco- 
ver not only the parts of this work, the ſeveral ad- 
vances it made, the oppoſition of the world, the de- 
vil, and my own heart if I can repreſent this work 
in its order, it may be of great uſe to my own ef- 
tabli ſument; and ſhould it fall into the hands of any 

A 4 other 
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oher Chriſtian, it may not be unuſeſul: for the 


work of God in all 1s, as to the ſubſtance, the ſame 


and uniform; and as face anſwers to face in a plaſs, 
fo does one Chriſtian's experience anſwer to ano— 
ther's; and both tothe word of God. 

3+ I came into the world with a nature wholly 
corrupted, and a heart fully ſet in me to do evil: 
and from the morning of my days, though TI was 
under the great light of the goſpel, and the inſpec- 
tion of pious parents, and not yet corrupted by cul- 
tom ; yet the imaginations of my heart, and the 
Whole tenor of my life, were only evil continually, 

4. Indeed, in this period of my life, I had un- 
uſual adrantages: my parents were eminently reli- 
gious; I continually heard the ſound of divine truth 
in their inſtructions, and had the beauty of holineſs 
ict before my cyes in their example. They kept me 
from ill company, and habituated me eaily to ſuch 
outward duties, as I was capable of, But this care 
of my father, during his hte, (which ended Oct. 
1682) and of my mother after his death, did not 
change, but only hide nature. And though I can- 
not remember all the particulars, from the tourth or 
fitth year of my life, yet I do 2 the gene- 
ral bent of my mind, which was even then wholly 
ſet againſt God: inſomuch, that when I now ſur- 
vey the decalogue, and review this portion of my 
time, notwithituanding the great diſtance, I ſtill diſ- 
tnctly remember, and could eafily enumerate many 
inſtances of the gppoſition of my heart unto every 
one of its precepts. 

5. For many years, it is true, the fins of this part 
of my liſe were entirely out of my thoughts. But 
when God began to convince me of fin, even thoſe 
I had leng fince forgotten, thoſe that were of an 
older date, than any thing elſe I could remember, 
and not attended with any ſuch remarkable circum- 
ſtances, as could be ſuppoſed to make a deep impreſ- 
tion on my memory, were brought on my mind with 
unutual diſtintnels, Whence I cannot but * 

1. at 
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1. What exact notice the holy God takes, of what 
men paſs over as pardonable follies. 2. Ho juſt 
reaſon we have to fear, that in the ſtrokes we feel in 
riper years, God is“ making us to poſſeſs the ini- 
& quities of our youth.” 3. What an exact regiſ- 
ter Conſcience, God's deputy, keeps; how early 
it begins; how accurate it is (even when it ſeems to 
ſleep); and how it will juſtify his ſeverity againſt 
ſinners at the laſt day. O how tar up will it fetch its 
accounts of thoſe evils, which we mind nothing of ! 
When God ſhall open our eyes to diſcern thoſe prints 
evhich he fetteth upon the heels of our fret; when the 
books ſhall be opened, and the dead, ſmall and great, 
judged out of the things that are written therein ! 

6. When I review this period of my lite, what 
reaſon have I to be Pao and even contounded, 
to think I have ſpent ten years of a ſhort lite, with- 
out almoſt a rational thought, undoubtedly without 
any that was not ſinful, And this being matter of 
undoubted experience, I have herein a ſtrong con- 
firmation of my faith, as to the guilt of Adam's fin, 
and its imputation to his poſterity : for, 1. From a 
child the bent of my ſoul was © enmity againſt God.“ 
Nor was this the effect of cuſtom or education, No: 
there was a ſweet conſpiracy of precept, diſcipline 
and example, to carry me the contrary way. Nor 
can I charge the fault of this on my conititution of 
body, or any thing that might in a natural way pro- 
ceed from my parents. Yet was this enmity fo 
ſtrong as not to be ſuppreſt, much leſs ſubdued by 
the utmoſt care, and the beit outward means. This 
is undoubted fact. 2. To ſay, I was thus origi- 
nally framed, without reſpect to any ſin chargeable 
on me, is a poſition ſo full of flat contrariety to all 
the notions I can entertain of God, to his wiſdom, 
his equity, and his goodneſs, that I cannot think 
of it without horror. 3. Penal then this corruption 
muſt be, as death and diſeaſes are. And whereor 
can it be a puniſhment, if not of Adam's fin? 
While then theſe things are ſo plain in fact, and 
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the deduction ſo eaſy from them, whatever ſubtle 
arguments any ule againft this great truth, I have 
no reaſon to be moved thereby. 

7. Hence, laſtly, I am taught what eſtimate to 
_— of thoſe gov 4 inclinations with which ſome 
are ſaid to be born. Either they are the early ef- 
ec of preventing grace, or of education, cuſtom, 
occational reſtraints, and freedom trom temptations. 
A natural temper may eafily be influenced by ſome 
ot theie, and by the conſtitution of the body, to a 
diſtaſte 0 ee groſſer fins which make the moſt 
noiſe in tbe eld. Vet all this is but ſin under a 
difguiſe; and the odds is not great. The one ſort 
Of lin ners promi. & good fruit, but deceive; whereas 
the only profane forbid expectation, And yet of 
this laſt ſort more receive-the goſpel than of the for- 
mer. A certain nun ha: 1 tx Vo ſons. And he came to 
the fire and ſaid, Son, Go avork this day tn my wines 
an: He anfevered, 4 aid, I will not. But after 
avard; he N ented aus nt. And he came to the e- 
cod, and laid likewn/e 2 and he anſeoer cd and ſaid, 7 
go Fr; and went nb. _ I ſay unto von, the pub- 


cus and the | arlots g 79 into the K. „dom of God before 
yo. 


. 
Ai account of the two next years of his life. 


N May 1685, I went with my mother into 

Holland, and being in ſore danger while we 
were at fea, my conſcience, till then alle p, began 
to awaken, and to be terrified with apprehenſions 
of death. But all this concern was nothing more 
than natural fear, and a ſelfiſn de ſire of preſervation, 
I was unwilling to die, and afraid of hell: it was 
not fin, but the conſequence of it I wanted to eſ- 
cape. The glory of God I was not concerned for 


at all; and accordingly was the event. I promited, 
that 


- 
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that were J at land I would keep ad his commands. 
My mother told me, it would not hold, But I 
was too ignorant of my own heart to believe her : 
I multiplied engagements, and doubted not but I 
ſhould perform them, But no ſooner was I fixed at 
Rotterdam, than I forgot all my promiſes and reſo— 
Jutions. The unrenewed heart being free from the 
force put upon it, fell again into its old courſe. 
Nay, | grew {till worſe : the corr uption Which ſtopt 
tor a while, now ran with greater violence. It E 
true, my awe for my mother, and the power of edu- 
cation, {till reſtrained me from open fins: but to 
many ſecret things I was ſtronely inclined, and in 
many inſtances followed my inclin; ion; being a 
ready and ealy prey to every temptation, notwit the 
ſtanding all my engagements, 

23, My ſins here had this grievous aggravation, 
they were committed aga'nit greater light, and more 
of the means of grace, than I had ever before cnjoy- 
ed. We had ſermons almoſt every day, and were 
catechized every Saturday. My mother took care 
I thould attend moiſt of theſe, and at the ſame time 
private duties, praying 7 With. me and for me, and 
obiiging me to read the fer pture, and other afetul 
books. But ſo far was all this from ha: ins its due 

effect, that I was weary of it, aud went on in fn; 
though not without frequent convictions, occutioned 
ſometimes by the preaching of the word, ſometimes 
by the remains of my education, Yet all theſe were 
only as the ſtarts of a fleepy man, diſturbed by fome 
ſudden noiſe : he ſtirs a little, but ſoon finks down 
again faſter afleep than before. I ealily treed my- 
ſelt from them, either by promiſing to hear, or com- 
ply with them atterward, by withdrawing from the 
means of conviction, by extenuating my fins, or by 
turning my eye to ſomething I thought good in my- 
ſelf, though God knows I had little which had even 
the appearance of it, At other times I looked to 
the tendency of theſe convictions, viz. the encaging 
me to be holy; and then + pored upon the difficul- 
ties 
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ties of that courſe, till J had frighted myſelf from a 
compliance with them. It all theſe ſhitts failed, I 
then betook myiclt to diverſions, which ſoon choked 
the word, and all convictions from it. 

3, In December 1686, upon the earneſt defire of 
my father's ſiſter, married to the Provoſt of Perth, 
I was ſent home. While I ſtayed in this family, I 
{aw nothing of 1eligion; and J eaſily took the liberty 
they gave, and made fair advances toward rejecting 
the very form of it. My averſion to thoſe ſins, 
which through the influence of my education I abo- 
minated before, ſenſibly weakened. My hate to 
learning increaſed, which I looked on as a burden 
and a dradgery, worſe than the baſeſt employment. 
And many a finful ſhift did I betake myſelf to, that 
I might get the time ſhuſlled over. In ſpring my 
mother came to me. I was then ſo rooted in ill, 
that in ſpite of natural aftection, I was grieved at 
ker return; and when I fiſt heard her voice, it 
damped me. I cared not to ſee her: nor was there 
any thing I diſliked more than her converſation. 
I teared to be queſtioned as to what was paſt, or to 
be reſtrained from my ſinful liberty. However, in 
the beyinning of ſummer, my mother took me again 
to Rotterdam, and put me to Eraſmus's ſchool there. 
Here, tho' I ſtayed not long, the method of teaching 
took with me, ſo that I began to delight in learning. 
But otherwiſe I was ſtill worſe and worſe, under all 


the means God made uſe of to bring me to himſelt. 


CHAP. U. 


Of the revival of his convictions, and their efcls 
till 1691, * 


N the beginning of autumn 1681, we returned 
home, and fixed at Perth. Here I was immedi- 
ately ſent to ſchool, and made more progreſs in learn- 
ing than before. But as to religion, I continued as 


uncon— 
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unconcerned about, and as averſe from 1t as ever. 
However I behaved myſelf under my mother's eye, 
when I was with my comrades I took my {ull liberty, 
and, notwithitanding my greater knowledge, ran 
with them into all the fame tollies and extravagan- 
cies. And thus I continued till roward the clole of 
King James's reign : when the fear of ſome ſudden 
ſtroke from the papiſts, of which there was every 
where a great noiſe, revived my concern about reli 
gion. Ot this, being ſomewh at deeper than betore, 
I ſhall endeavour to give a dittinct account. 

2. It was about this time that God by the preach- 
ing ot the word, and by catechizing in public and 
private, enlightened my mind farther with the no- 
tional knowledge of the law and of the £0 ſpel. And 
thus fin was left without excufe, and co: ſcicnee be- 
ing armed with more knowledge, its checks were 
more frequent and ſharp, and not ſo enſily evaded, 
Some touches of ficknels too riveted in me the im- 
preſſions of frailty and mortality, and the tendency 
ot each of thoſe numerous dife a to which we ae 
daily ex poſed. And hereby I wis brought into, and 
kept under continual bondage through tear of de. th. 

3. I was now caſt iato the meſt Lrievous diſqn ec» 

ude, having ſorrow in my heart daily. | was in a 
dreadful ſtrait between two. On the one hand, my 
fears gave an edge to my convictions of fin: this 
made me attend more to the word of God; theme 
I attended to it, they increaſed the more, and I [av 
that there was no way to be trreed from them 1 
being thoroughly religious. On the other han a, i 
I ſhould engage in religion! in earneſt, | faw the ha- 
zurd ot ſuftering, perhaps dying ror it, And this I 
could not th! ak of. Betwixt bot!: [was dreadiyully 
toſt, ſo that for ſome nights ſleep went from my ch. 
There was often impreſt on my fancy, ont h. ng 

dagger to my breait, with“ gs ar religion or 
= And that fo ſtrongly, that T have #imotr fan - 
ed under it, being ſtill te rrihly ces what to 
do. Sometimes I would let him give the fatal 
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ſtroke ; but then my ſpirits failed, and my heart ſunk 
within me. At other times [ reſolved t to quit my 
religion, and take it again when the danger was paſt. 
But neither could 1 nnd reſt here. Wh: it, thought 
I, it he ſhould delttoy we atterward, and fo 1 * 
both lite and religion? Or what if 1 die before the 
danger is paſt, and to have no time to take it again? 
4. For near a year, few. uceks, nay few d- ay's and 
nights paſt over me v ithout theic ſtruggles. Zut at- 
ter King James's army was overthrown vn July 27, 
1080, I ſoon grew as remiſs as before. All mv re— 
mining difficulty was to ſtifle my convictions, which 
I endeavoured partly by a more caretul attendance 
on outward duties; partly by promiling to abſtain 
rom thode fins which moſt directiy croft m y light, 
and partly by refolving to enquire further into the 
will of God, and to comply with it hereafter, 
c. But theſe *couries aff.rded no ſolid repoſe. 
The fiſt fin againſt light, or omiſſion of duty, 
ſhook all, and I was confounded at the thoughts of 
2 Pi before God in ſuch a righteouſneſs. In- 
deed, I had fome caſe when trials were at a diſtance, 
but it vaniſted on their Approach, This was not 
* gold tried in the fire,” nor would it abide fo much 
as a.neur view of danger ; ; but at the very appear- 
ince of a ſtorm, the ſandy foundation fell away. 
6. The effects of my being thus exerciſed were: 
1. I was brought to doubt of the truths of religion. 
Whenever I would have built on them in time of 
caiſtreſs, a ſuſpicion ſecretly haunted me, + What if 
«« thele things are not ſo? Have I a certainty and 
evidence about th zem, anſwerable to the weight 
„ that is to be laid upon them?“ Death and the 
trouble attending it, were certain things: but I was 
not fo certain of the truths of religion. Skill when, 
under apprehenſions of death, I would have taken 
reſt therein, my mind began to waver, Not that J 
could give any reaſon for it: but ehe way of the 
70. cled is as darkneſs ; they know not at what they ſum- 
4%. 2. I found plainly hereby that I could Rover 
lave 
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haye peace, till I came to another ſort of certainty 
about religion, Death I ſaw was unavoidable, and 
might be tudden ; nor could I baniſh the thoughts of 
it. Theretore I concluded, “ Unleſs I obtain ſuch a 
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conviction of religion, and ſuch an intereſt in it, 
as will make me look death in the face, not on! 
without fear, but with joy ; good it were I had 
„ never been born.” But bow or where this was 
to be obtained I was utterly uncertain, Here I lay in 
great perplexity, under the melancholy ſenſe that I 
had hitherto /þet my moxey for that which is not bread, 
and my labour for that which profiteth not. 3. This 
perplexity was ſomewhat eafed one day, while I was 
reading how Mr. Robert Bruce was in a doubt, even 
concerning the being of God, who yet afterwards 
cume to the fulleit ſatisfaction. I then felt a ſecret 
hope, That ſome time, in one way or other, God 
„ might thus /a/:5fy me, Here was the dawning of 
a light, which though it was not ſoon cleared up, 
yet was never wholly put out again. A light which 
though as yet it was far from ſatisfying, yet kept me 
trom utter deſpair, 

7. About this time one Mr. Donaldſon, a reverend 
old clergyman, preached at Perth, aud coming to 
viſit my mother, called for me, and aſked me among 
other queſtions, ** If I ſought a bleiling upon my 
learning?“ I frankly anſwered, No. Hereplied, 
with a ſevere look, “ Sirrah, untanctified learning 
& has done much miſchief in the church of God,” 
This ſaying left fo deep an impreſſion on me ever 
after, that whenever I was any way ſtraitened, I 
applied to God by prayer for help in my learning, 
and pardon for not ſeeking it before. Yet as to the 
main, I was ſtill afar off from God, and an enemy 
to him both in my heart and works. 
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Of the increaſe of his convictiaus, from Autumn 
1690 ti! May 1693. 


I. OR the better advantage of my educa- 
tion, my mother in 1690 removed with 
me to Edinburgh. I was now again put to ſchool, 
and in November 1692, entered at the college, 
Here my knowledge of the law of God daily increal- 
ed, and therewith my knowledge of fin. I ſwy more 
and more that he was diſpleaſed with me for fins 
which formerly I had not obſerved. "The imprel- 
ſions of my mortality were likewiſe riveted in me 
by new afflictions, and I was more in bond: ige thro? 
the growing fear of death. Again, the ſcriptures 
being now d. uly preached, forced me to ſome en- 
quiry into my own lincerity in religion; and I was 
willing, provided I might fave my bot om-1dols, not 
only to hear, but to do many things, 

2. I was now carried far in a torm of religion. I 
prayed not only morning and evening, but at other 
times too; I wept much in ſecret; I read and me- 
ditated, and reſolved to live otherwiſe than I had 
done, But this goodneſs too was as the moraing- 
cloud. It was force and not nature; and therefore 
could not be expected to laſt any longer than the 
force which occaſioned it. 

. While I was under this diſtreſs many a wretch- 

ed ſhift did I betake myſelf to for reliet, When 1 
read, or heard ſearching things; it any thing that 
Was 'faid, ſeemed to make tor me, I greedily catch- 
ed hold of it. When I found ſomewhat required 
that I neither did, nor could even reſolve to comply 
with; I thought to compound, and make amends 
ſome other way, Or elſe I queſtioned, whether 
God had required it or no? Wheiher he that taught 
ſo was not miſtaken? And whether I might nor be 
in a ſtate of ſalvation, without thole mal ks of it 
Which 
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which he aſſigned. Again, many times, when I 
would not ſee, I quarrelled with miniſters and books 
for not ſpeaking plainly. Always I carefully ſought 
tor the loweſt marks, and the leaſt degrees of grace 
that were ſaving. For I defigned but juſt ſo much 
religion as would take me to heaven, the very leaſt 
that would ſerve this turn. And when none of 
theſe ſhifts availed, I reſolved, in general, to do all 
that God commanded, But I ſoon retracted, when 
he tried me in any particulars that were contrary to 
my inclination. And when I ſaw I muſt do it, I 
begged a little reſpite ; With St. Auſtin, ** ] was 
content to be holy, but not yet:“ Forgetting that a 
delay is, in God's account, a refuſal ; ſince all com- 
mands require preſent obedience. After all ways 
were tried, I blamed my education, I knew religi- 
on was a change of heart; but whether mine had 
undergone this change was the queſtion, Now, 
thought I, „If I had not been educated religiouſ- 
„ly, but had changed all at once, it would have 
„ been more eaſily diſcernible,” Thus was I entan- 
gled in my or,, and even ſeeting wiſdom, I found 
it not. 

4. Although I now ſeemed to have gone far; yet 
] was indeed wholly wrong. For being convinced 
of the neceſſity of righteouſneſs, but ignorant of 
Chriſt, 1 ſought 1! by the <vorks of the law. Therefore 
the carnal mind, which was enmity againſt God, {till 
continued in me; and all my ſtrugghng was only a 
toſſing to and fro, between light and love of fin, 
wherein fin was ſtill conqueror; for gy boſom idols 
I could not part with. Beſides, the ſmall religion I 
had, was not abiding; but roſe and fell with the 
above-mentioned occaſions, 

5. About this time Clark's Martyrology came in- 
to my hands. I loved hiſtory, and read it greedily, 
The patience, courage, and joy of the martyrs con- 
vinced me, that there was a reality 1n religion, be- 
yond the power of nature. I was convinced like- 
wiſe, that I was a ſtranger to it, becauſe I could not 
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think of ſuffering. And withal I felt ſome faint de- 
ſires after it, ſo tar at leaſt, as often to join in Ba- 
laam's wiſh, Let me die the 4 ath of the righteous, aud 
let my lafl onal be like his. 

6. At this time likewiſe God reſtrained me from 
many follies I was inclined to, by bodily infirmity. 
He provided me too with friends who were very ten- 
der of me. He ted me, though [knew him not. But 
ſo tar was I from being thankful for theſe mercics, 
that my proud heart fretted at them. O what rea- 
fon have I to ſay, The Lord is good even to the evil 

and unthankful / 
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Of the ſtraits he was in, and the com fe he took for 
relief, from May 1693, to Augn/? 1090. 


1. HE air of Edinburgh agreeing neither with 

my mother nor me, in May 1693 ſhe re- 
moved to St. Andrews. And here I came under 
the care of Mr. Taylor, a wiſe man, and one very 
careful of me. Thus, chaſed as I was from place 
to place, God every where prov ided me with friends. 
And now by the ſearching miniſtry of Mr, Forreſter, 
he began to give me fome ſmall diſcovery of the 
more tpiritual evils of my foul, He opened to me 
firſt the pride of my heart, and the wickedneſs and 
injuſtice of valuing myſelf upon thoſe deliverances 
from my own weikneis, which had been wholly 
wrought by his ſtrength, IT likewiſe ſaw the impie- 
ty of drawing near to him with my mouth, while my 
heart was far from him: and indecd, ot truiting to 
any outward performance, without the life of all, 
Taith working by love. 

2. This, added to what I was conſcious of before, 
frequently threw me into racking perplexity; when, 
finding no peace in any of my former evaſtons, I 
reſolved to enter into a folemn covenant with 9213 
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and having wrote and ſubſcribed this, I believed 
all was right. I found a ſort of preſcut peace; 
amendment I thought ſuſficient atonement, and 
ſuch an engagement I looked on as a performance. 
I now likewiſe often found an unuſual ſweetneſs in 
hearing the word, and ſometimes the molt piercing 
convictions : and theſe were indeed a H’ of the good 
word of God, and the poxvers of the world to come. 

3. But the merciful God would not let me reſt 
here: the peace I found by making this covenant, 
was ſoon loſt by breaking it: at the ſame time my 
heart ſmote me for my oldeſt fins, by which I found 
former accounts to be {till ſtanding againſt me, 
which fiiled me with contuſion and jealouhes of theſe 
ways. I perceived too, ſomething of the treachery 
of my engagements, and that my heart had not been 
found therein, but had ſecret reſerves for {ome fins, 
which were then given up in word only. God allo 
let looſe ſome of my corruptions upon me; which 
as ſoon as his reſtraint was taken off, were more vio- 
lent than ever, and bore down before them all that 
I had ſet in their way. By theſe means he difco- 
vered to me the fruitleſſneſs of my covenant, and 
threw me afreſh into the utmoſt confuſion ; ' while 
the evil I thought ſo effectually provided againſt, 
again came upon me. 

4. Yet notwithſtanding I felt the vanity of thoſe 
ways, I till adhered to them; I again truſted my 
own heart, and hoped to recover by renewing the 
peace I loſt by breaking my covenant: I laid the 
blame on ſome accidental defect in my former ma- 
nagement, and thought, were that mended, all 
would be well. When I found ſomething wanting 
ſtill, I contrived to make it up with ſomething 
extraordinary of my own, with the multiplication 
of prayers, or of ſome outward duty or other, But 
all theſe refuges failed, and my lite was fo thorough- 
ly miſerable while I was purſuing them, that had 
not the infinite mercy- of God prevented, one of 


theſe effects had ſurely followed. Either, 1, The 
cons 
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convictions T was under would have ceaſed, God 
giving over his ſtriving with me, and then having 
attained to a form of godlineſs, I ſhould have reſted 
thercin and looked no farther, Or 2. It thoſe con- 
victions had continued, and I had been left to my 
own way, I ſhould have /ahborred in the fire all my 
days, <vrarying myſelf wvith wanity, in a continual vi- 
ciſſitude of refolutions and breaches, ſecurity and 
diſquietude: engagements and fins, falſe peace and 
racking anxiety, by turns taking place. Or, 3. 
When I hid wearied myſelt in vain, I thould have 
utterly given up religion, and gone over, if not to 
direct Atheiim, at leaſt to open prophaneneſs. Or, 
laſtly, Being torced to ſeek ſhelter ſomewhere, and 
being ſo ſadly diſappointed in all the ways I tried, 
I had ſaid, This ewil is of the Lord, why wait I any 
longer? And fo ſunk in final deſpair. And in fact, 
I had ſome experience of all theſe. Sometimes I 
fat down with the bare form. Sometimes I wearied 
myſelt in running from one of theſe rain courſes to 
another. At other times, finding no profit, I turned 
careleſs, and was on the point of throwing off all re- 
ligion : and very often I was driven almoſt to diſ- 
traction, and ſtood on the very brink of deſpair, 

5. When I have been diſappointed again and 
again, ] was in the utmoſt perplexity to find where 
the fault lay, I found this way of covenanting with 
God mentioned in ſcripture, recommended by mi— 
niſters, and approved by the experience of all the 
people of God. I could not tax myſelf with guile 
in doing it; I was reſolved to perform the engage- 
ment I made, I made it with much concern and 
ſolemnity, and for ſome time kept it ſtrictly. But 
though I could not then ſee where the failing was, 
I have ſince been enabled to ſee it clearly, 1. Be- 
ing iynorant of the righteouſneſs of God, I was ſtill 
eftabliſhing a righteouſneſs of my oxwn.: and though in 
words I renounced this, yet in fact I ſought righte- 
ouſneſs and peace, not in the Lord Jeſus, but in my 
own covenants and engagements, ſo that I really 
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put them in Chriſt's room: and as to forgiveneſs 
of ſins, my real truſt was not in his blood, but in 
the evenneſs of my own walking. Therefore 1 ob- 
tained not righteouſneſs, 2 L. flill fought it as it 
abere by the works of the Iaw. And it was evident I 
did fo, by this plain ſign; whenever I was chal- 
lenged for fin, inſtead of recourſe to the blood of 
Chriſt, I ſtill ſought peace only in renewing my 
vows again; the conſent I gave to the law, was not 
from the reconcilement of my heart to its holineſs, 
but merely from fear. The enmity againſt it conti- 
nued ; nor would I have choſen it, had that force 
been u ay. Farther, my eye was not ſingle: pro- 
vided I was fate, I had no concern for the glory ot 
Ged. Ina word, I engaged, before God had tho- 
roughly engaged me. We may be in a ſort willing, 
be fore he hath made us truly ſo. But the firſt real 
kindneſs begins with him; and we never leve till 
his goodneſs draws us. Fear may indeed over-power 
us into ſomething like it, as it did me, I was willin ng 
to be ſaved from hell: but not to be ſaved in God's 
way, and in order to thoſe ends he propoſes in our 
ſalvation. 

6. 'This was not my only trouble, T was now en- 
gaged in meta pbyſics and natural divinity; accul- 
tomed to ſubtil notions, and pleaſed with them; 
whence, by the juſt permiſſion of Ged, the devil 
took occaſion to caſt me into doubts about the great 
truths of religion, eſpecially the being of a God, 
I not only felt, as formerly, the want of evidence 
for it, but various arguments were ſuggeſted againſt 
it, But though the enmity of my heart agamſt God 
was ſtill great, yet he ſuffered me not to yield to 
them, There remained ſo much evidence of his 
being, in his works of creation and providence, as 
made me recoil at the terrible concluſion aimed at 
by thoſe arguments; and being likewiſe affected 
with de-p apprehenſions of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty of the preſent life, I Creaded a ſuppoſition 
” at ſhook the foundations of any hope of relief from 

he other ſide of time. 
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q 7. In this ſtrait between light and darkneſs, as 
my diſturbance was from my own reaſonings, ſo from $ 

the ſame I ſought my relief. By theſe I hoped to 

obtain eſtabliſhment in the truth, and anſwer to all 

objections againit it. I therefore ſeriouſly ſet my- 

ſelf to ſearch for demonſtrative arguments: and I 

found them, but found no relief. The moit forcible 

of them indeed extorted aſſent by the abſurdity of 

the contrary concluſion: but not giving me any ſas» 

tisfying diſcoveries of that God whoſe exiſtence they 

obliged me to own, my mind was not quieted. Nay, 

and beſides, thoſe arguments not diſſolving contrary | 

objections, whenever the licht of them was removed, ö 

and thoſe objections came again in view, I was again 

exceedingly ſhaken, I was like him, who reading 

Plato of the immortality of the ſoul, faid, “ While I . 

& read, I afſent ; but I cannot tell how; ſo ſoon as 

& I lay down the book, all my aſſent is gone.” 

8. 1 ſtill hoped to attain what I had hitherto fail - 
ed of, by tome farther progreſs in learning : but all 
in vain: the farther I went, the greater was my 
diſappointment, the more difficulties I continually 
met with, and found he that increaſeth knowledge in- 
ereafeth ſorrow. When this would not avail, then 
I ſpent my weary hours in vain wiſhes tor ſome ex- 
traordinary diſcoveriess Nay, but if one aroſe from 
the dead they auill not believe, And this, notwithſtand- 
ing my diſappointment, I gained. I was ſomewhat 
beat from that towring opinion of my knowledge 
and abilities, which my firſt ſeeming ſucceis in 
philoſophy gave me, and brought to a diffidence of 
mylelt. 

9. But ftill my corruptions took daily root, and 
increaſed in ſtrength by my weak reſiſtance. Yet TI 
had a fair form of religion: I avoided all thoſe fins 
that plainly thwarted the light of my conſcience. , 
J abſtained from thoſe evils which even the more ſe- 
rious ſtudients gave into, and kept at a diſtance from 
the occaſions of them. I was more exact in attend- 
ing both public and private prayer, and not whos 
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ſome concern for my inward frame in them. When 
I was inſnared into any fin, or omiſſion of any duty, 
I was deeply ſorrowful. I had a Kindneſs for all 
that feared God, and a pleaſure in their converſe, 


eſpecially on religion, I had frequent taſtes of the 


good word of God, which made me delight in ap- 
proaching him, I had many returns to prayer 
when under a deep ſenſe of my impotence, I heiook 
me to God in any itrait, I was fo remarkably helped, 
that I could not but obſerve it. Hereby God drew 
me gradually in, to expect every good gift from 
above, and encouraged the very taiutelt beginnings 
of a look toward a return. 

to. But though by theſe means I got a name to 
live, yet was I really dead. For, 1, My natural 
darkneſs ſtill remained, tho? with ſome ſmall dawn- 
ings of light. 2. The enmity of my mind againſt 
the law of God was yet untaken away, I had not 
a reſpect unto all his commands, nor a ſight of the 
beauty of holineſs; neither did my heart approve 
of the whole yoke of Chriſt, as good and deſirable; 
and I complied with it in part, not from a delight 
therein, but becauſe I faw I was undone without it. 
3. I yet ſoug ht righteouſneſs as it were by the works of 
the law: 1 was wholly legal in ail I did: not ſee- 
ing the neceſſity, the ſecurity, the glory of the goſ- 
pel-method of ſalvation, by ſeeking righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength in the Lord Chriſt alone. Laſtly, Self 
was the ſpring of all: my ſole aim was to ſave my- 
felf, without any regard to the glory of God, or any 
enquiry how it could conſiſt with it to fave one who 
had fo deeply offended. In a word, all my religion 
was ſervile, conſtrained, and anti-evangelical, 

11. From the foregoing paſſages I cannot but ob- 
ſerve, 1. What a depth of deceitfulneſs there is in 
the heart of man. How many ſhitis did mine uſe 
to elude: the defign of all thole ſtrivings of the Spirit 
of the Lord with me? I have told many, but the 
one halt is not told. And all theſe reſpect but one 
point in religion, It a fingle man were to — 
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the more remarkable deceits, with reſpect to the 
whole of his behaviour, how many volumes muſt 
he write? And if ſo many may be ſeen, how many 
ſecret, undiſcernible, or at leaſt undiſcerned deceits 
mult ſtill remain? So much truth is there couched 
in that ſhort ſcripture : The heart is deceitful above ail 
things: who can know it? 

I obſerve, 2. How far we may go toward religi- 
on, and yet come ſhort of it, I had and did many 
things. I heard the ſcriptures gladly :—I was 41 
moſt perſuaded to be a chriflian : I had eſcaped the out- 
ward pollutions that are in the world; yea, I ſeemed 
enlightened, and a partaker of the heavenly gift ; hav- 
ing many times taſted the good auord of God, and the 
powers of the wworld to come. I had undergone many 
changes, but not the great change: I was not born 
of God: I was not begotten anew, and made a child 
of God through a living faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

Again, I cannot but look back with wonder at 
the aſtoniſhing patience of God, which ſuffered my 
manners ſo long, and the ſteadineſs he ſhewed in 
purſuing his work notwithſtanding all my provoca- 
tions, All the creation could not have afforded fo 
much forbearance : the diſciples of Chriſt would 
have called for fire from heaven : yea, Moſes would 
have found more here to irritate him than at Meri- 
bah. Glory be to God, that we have to do with him, 
and not with man. His ways are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts; but as the hea- 
vens are high above the earth, ſo are his ways and 
thoughts of mercy above ours, 

Fourthly, T mult bear witneſs to the reaſonableneſs 
of God's way : it did not deſtroy my faculties, but 
improve them. He enlightened my eyes to ſee what 
he would have me to do, and did not force, but gra- 
dually perſuade me to comply with it. This was 
not to compel, but gently bend the will, to the 
things that were really fit for it to incline to: nor 
did he ever oblige me to part with any fin, till he 
had let me ſce it was againſt my intereſt as wo as 
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duty : and the ſmalleſt piece of compliance with his 
will, wanted not even a preſent reward. 

Laſily, Though this work was agreeable to reaſon, 
yet it was far above the power of nature. I cannot 
aſcribe either its riſe or progreſs to myſelt ; for it 
was what I ſought not, I thought not of; nay, I 
hated, and feared and avoided, and ſhunned and 
oppoſed it with all my might. I cannot aſcribe it 
to any outward means, There are many parts of it 
which they did not reach: and as to the reſt, the 
molt forcible failed ; the weakeſt wrought the effect, 
Neither ſtrong nor weak had the fame effect always. 
But the work was ſtill carried on by a ſecret and 
undiſcernible power, like the wind, blowing where 
it liſteth. It bore the impreſs of God in all its 
ſteps. The word that awakened me, was the voice 
of hi vho maketh the dead to hear, and calleth the 
things which are not as though they were. The light 
that ſhone was the candle of the Lord, tracing an un- 
ſcarchable heart through all its windings. It was 
all the work of One, who is every where, who know- 


eth every thing, and who will not faint or be diſ- 


couraged, till he hath brought forth judgment unto 
victory. And it was all -an uniform work, though 
variouſly carried on through many interruptions, 
over many oppoſitions, for a long tract of time, by 
means ſeemingly weak, improper, contrary, ſuitable 
only for Him whoſe paths are in the great waters, 
and whoſe footſteps are not known. In a word, it 
was a buſh burning and not conſumed, only by the 
preſence of God, It was a ſpark in the midſt of 
the ocean, {till kept alive, notwithſtanding floods 


_ continually poured upon it. This was the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes, 
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PART the SECOND. 


CHAPTER 
O/ the progreſs of his conviftons and temptations. 


t. J Had now a deſign to go abroad: but on the 

advice of ſome friends, I laid aſide that de- 
ſign, and engaged as chaplain to a family: accord- 
ingly in Aug. 1696, I went to the Wemyſs, When 
I came hither, a ſtranger, among perſons of conſi— 
derable quality, I was in a great itrait, and cried to 
God for help. And though it was my own, more 
than his honour I was concerned for, vet he, who 
would not overlook even Ahab's humiliation, did not 
fail to aſſiſt me, ſo far as to maintain the reſpect due 
to the ſtation I was in. 

2. I had not been here long, when I was often 
engaged (and frequently without neceſſity) in de- 
bates about the divinity of the ſcriptures, and the 
moſt important doctrines therein. This drew me to 
read the writings of deiits, that I might know the 
ſtrength of the enemy. But I ſoon perceived that 
theſe fooliſh queſtions and contentions were un- 
profitable and vain, For evil men and ſeducers will 
wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and being deceived. 
And to my fad experience I found, That their word 
doth eat as doth a gangrene : So that happy is he 
that ſtops his ears againit it ! 

3. The reading theſe was of dangerous conſe- 
quence to one was not rooted and grounded in the 

truth. 


. 
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truth. Their objections I found ſtruck at the foun- 
dations; they were many, new, and ſet off to the 
beſt advantage by the cunning craftineſs of meu 
practiſed in deceit. Nor was I acquainted with 
that vigilance and humble ſobriety that was neceſſa- 
ry for my defence againſt them. The adverſary 
finding all things thus prepared, ſet furiouſly upon. 
me, He wrought up firſt the natural atheiſm, 
darkneſs, and enmity of my own heart, blaſphemi- 
ouſly to aſk concerning the great truths of religion, 
„% How can theſe things be?“ To increaſe theſe 
doubts, he employed ſome who had all the advan- 
tages of nature and education, perſons ſmooth, ſo- 
ber, of generous tempers, and good underitandings, 
to oppoſe the truth with the moſt plauſible appear- 
ances of argument and reaſon. To all this he 
added his own ſubtle ſuggeſtions, *+ Hath God in- 
deed faid ſo?” And ſometimes he threw in fiery 
darts, to enflame and diſorder me; eſpecially when 
I was alone or moſt ſeriouſly employed in prayer or 
meditation. 

4. By all theſe ways he aſſaulted me, both as to 
the being of God, as to his providence, and as to 
the truth both of his revelation in general, and of 
many particulars contained in it. Sometimes he 
ſuggeſted the want of ſuſſicient evidence; at other 
times, that it was obſcure or hard. Lea, ſome 
parts of it were accuſed as plain blaſphemy : ſome 
as contradictory to each other. The great my ſtery 
of the goſpel was particularly ſet upon ar! repre- 
ſented as fooliſhneſs : and tor tear of ſome or other 
of theſe ſuggeſtions, it was even a terror tome, to 
look into the bible, 

5. The ſubtle enemy, who had ſo often before 
tempted me to pride, now preſſed me to a baſtard 
fort of humility. „How can ſuch a one as you 
expect to remove difficulties, which ſo man 
„ abler men have ſunk under?” By this I was 
brought into grievous perplexity. I ſought relief 
rom my own reaſoning, * books, and even from 


prayer; 


( 22.) 


prayer; but I found it it not, Then I wiſhed for 
ſome extraordinary revelation ; and at laſt ſat down 
with the ſluggard, folding my hands, and cating my 
own ficſh. My own reaſonings availed not againſt 
him, oo rfleems iron as ftraw, and braſs as rotten 
wood, All my books overlooked many of my ſcru- 
ples, and did not ſatisfy me as to the reſt, And as 
ro extraordinary expectations, God juſtly rejected 
them, ſeeing I would not hear Moſes and the pro- 
phets. So that I had quite ſunk under the weight 
of my trouble, and been ſwallowed up of ſorrow 
and deſpair, had it not been for ſome little aſſiſtan- 
ces, which the goodneſs of God gave me, ſome- 
times one way, ſometimes another. When I was 
urged to reject the ſcriptures, it was often ſeaſon- 
ably ſuggeſted, 70% whom ſhall I go? Theſe are the 
word. of eternal life. God powerfully convinced me, 
and kept the conviction ſtrong upon my mind, that 
whenever I parted with revelation, I muſt give up 
all proſpect of certainty or ſatisfaction about eternal 
life, The boaſted demonſtrations of a future hap- 
pineſs, built only on the light of nature, I had tried 
tong ago, and found to be altogether weak and in- 
concluſive ; though had they been ever ſo conclu- 
five, I had not been a whit the nearer fatisfaction. 
For, to tell me of ſuch a ſtate, without an account 
of its nature, orthe terms whereon 1t was attainable, 
was all one, as it nothing had been ſaid about it, 
and left my mind in equal confuſion, Again, on 
a due obſervation of thots who were truly religious, 
J could not but even then think them the better 
art of mankind; and my ſoul ſtarted at charging 
all the beſt of mankind with a lie, in a thing of the 
greateſt importance. On the other hand, God 
opened my eyes to ſee the unaccountable folly of 
thoſe, who had abandoned revealed religion. The 
{cripture tells them plainly, they muſt do his will, 
if they would know whether the doctrine be of God. 
But they walk in a direct contradiction to his will: 
how theu can they know of the doctrine ? = ay, 
me 
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ſome ſober, learned, and otherwiſe inquiſitive per- 
ſons owned, that we are already miſerable, it we 
are either cut off from the hopes of, or left at un- 
certainty about, a future ſtate of happineſs. They 
owned likewiſe themſelves to be thus uncertain, and 
yet were at little or no pains to be ſatisfied : yea, I 
tound — rather ſought for what might ſtrengthen 
their doubts, than remove them; which plainly 
ſhewed a hatred of the light. 

6. I received further help from conſidering the 
lives, but more eſpecially the deaths of the martyrs. 
When I conſidered the number, the quality, and 
all the circumſtances of thoſe who had been tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, I could not but own the 
finger of God, and the reality of religion, The 
known inſtances of its power over children, in their 
tender years, raed | likewiſe of great weight ; 
and I began to get frequent touches of conviction, 
whereby, teeling the pierc.ng virtue of his word 
making manifeſt the ſecrets of my heart, I was tor- 
ced to own God to be in it of a truth, Laſtly, I 
found a ſecret hope begat and cheriſhed I know not 
how, ſometimes even amidit the violence af temp- 
tations, that as God had delivered others from 
temptations like mine, (although I doubted, if ever 
any had been ſo much moleſted as I) fo he would 
deliver me at length; that what I knew not now, I 
ſhould know hereafter ; that my mouth ſhould yet be 
filled with his praiſe; and that Satan's rage ſhewed 
his time was but ſhort, | 

7, Hereby I was enabled, not only to perſevere, 
and with more earneſtneſs, both in public and pri- 
vate duties, but alſo carefully to conceal all my 
ſtraits from others, who might have ſtumbled at, or 
been hardened by them. I was unwilling others 
ſhould know any thing, that might diſguſt them at 
Religion ; Tell it not in Gath, Lf the daughters of 
the uncircumciſed triumph. In converſe with ſuch as 
were ſhaken, I till ſtood for the truth, as if I had 
been under no doubt about it, And I muſt own, 

B 2 thar, 


( 24 ) 
that, while I did ſo, God often gave me both ſuc- 
ceſs with others, and ſatis faction in my own mind. 
How good a maſter is God! A word ſpoken for 
him is not loſt : nor will he ſuffer the leaſt ſervice to 
be in vain, A heathen Cyrus, yea, Nebuchadnez- 
zar himſelf, ſhall not work without his reward. 

8. Before I proceed, I muſt obſerve the folly of 
reaſoning with Satan; whenever I did fo, he had 
ſtill great advantage; he eafily evaded all my argu- 
ments, and chierced his own ſuggeſtions: and even 
when they were not maintained by argument, he 
injected them fo ſtrongly, that I was not able to 
{tand againſt them: our 1ateit courſe is to hold him 
at a diſtance, and avoid all communion with him. 
I muſt obſerve likewiſe, the wiſe providence of 
God, that the — difficulties againſt religion are 
hid from atheiſts. None of the objections they make 


are near ſo ſubtle as thoſe which were often ſuggeſt- 


ed to me. Indeed they do not view religion near 
enough to ſee either the difficulties or the a 
that attend it. And the devil finding them quiet, 
keeps them fo, not uſing force, where he can do 
his work without it. Behdes, God, in his infinite 
wiſdom, permits not all theie ſubtilties ot hell to 
be publiſhed, in tenderneſs to the faith of the weak, 
which could not hear ſo ſevere an aſſault. 

9. Ilay under many inconveniences all this while, 
Moſt of the converſe I had was with unholy men. 
I had no friend, to whom I could impart my griefs 
with freedom, or any proſpect of ſatisfaction. And 
the entire concealing my concern made- it faſten 
more and more, and drink up my blood and ſpirits, 
IT laid aſide my ſtudies; I could not purſue either 
buſineſs or diverſion; I had no heart to any thing; 
I could not read, unleſs now and then a ſmall por- 
tion of ſcripture, or ſome other practical book (ex- 
cept when, for a ſhort ſpace, there was an inter- 
miſſion of my trouble). For near a year and a half 
I read ſcarce any thing; and this {lothful poſture 
laid me open to freſh temprations, and made my 
corruptions grow ſtronger ſtill. 
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10. Yet even now, God minding his own work, 
by the means of his word, brought the law, in it's 
ſpiritual meaning, nearer : and then I found more 
diſcernibly the ſtirrings of fin, which taking occa- 
ſion from the commandment, and being fretted at 
the light let into my ſoul, wrought in me all man- 
ner of concupiſcence. Hereby I was plunged into 
deeper guilt ; my iniquittes went over my head; and 
my conſcience was ſo alarmed, that I found no reſt in 
ry bones by reaſon of my ſin. 

11, I ftill laboured for reft, either by extenuating 
my faults, pleading the ſtrength of temptation, 
(ſometimes not without ſecret reflections upon God) 
or by trying to perſuade mylelf, they were no faults 
at all, When all theſe failed, I made new vows 
and reſolutions; and Nov. 23, 1697 (a day I had 
ſer apart for taſting and prayer), I drew up a ſhort 
account of my treacherous dealing with God from 
my youth up, and ſolemnly bound myſelf to him for 
the time to come. 

12. But though by this means I was kept from 
open pollutions; though I was careful of outward 
duties; received the word with joy; watched 
againſt pride of heart, unbelief, and other ſpiritual 
evils; though I faſted, prayed, mourned, and was 
much in ſecret ; yea, ſtrove againſt all fins, even 
thoſe I loved beſt : yet all this was only a form ot 
religion, the power of which I was till a ſtranger to. 
1 was a ſtranger to that bleſſed relief of finners, the 
imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Though 
I profeſſed to believe it, I was really in the dark as 
to it's glorious efficacy, tendency, and deſign. Still 
my eye was not fingle; I regarded only myſelf, aud 
not the glory of God. It was till by ſome righte- 
ouſneſs of my own, in whole or in part, that I 
fought relief. Though I did part with my beloved 
fins, yet it was neither without reluctance, nor with- 
out ſome ſecret reſerve. Laſtly, my heart was utterly 
averſe from all ſpiritual religion: and if I fometimes 
aimed at fixing my mind on heavenly things; yet it 
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was ſoon weary of this forcible bent, and it ſeemed 
intolerable to think of being always ſpiritual, 

13. I was now reduced to the laſt extremity, My 
ſins were ſet in order before me, and had taken ſuch 
hold upon me, that I was not able to look up. They 
were ſet in order in the dreadfulneſs of their nature, 
and aggravations ; my excuſes baffled, and my mouth 
ſiopped before God. All the ways I had taken for my 
relief had deceived me; they were the ſtaff of a bro- 
ken reed; they pierced my arm, when I eſſayed to 
lean upon them; and I was aſhamed, and even con- 
Founded, that I had hoped. The wrath of God was 
likewiſe dropped into my ſoul, and the poiſon of his 
arrows drank up my ſpirits. Add to this, that I was 
{till unſatisfied about religion, and my enemies-often 
told me, that even in God there was no ſuccour 
for me, Yea, ſometimes Satan, to entangle me 
the more, aſſaulted all the truths of religion at once; 
and then I was utterly confounded, when the Lord 
commanded that my enemies ſhould cloſe me in on 
every lide. 

14. By the extremity of this anguiſh, I was for 
ſome time, about the end of ninety-ſeven, and the 
beginning of ninety-eight, dreadfully caſt down, 
I was weary of my life, Oft did I uſe Job's words, 
{ loath it, I would not live alway. And yet I was 
afraid to die, I had no reſt : my fore ran in the day, 
and in the night-time it ceaſed not, At night I wiſhed 
tor day, and in the day I wiſhed for night. I ſaid, 
My couch ſhall comfort me; but then darkneſs was as 
tie Shadow of death, I was often on the brink of 
deſpair. He filled me <vith bitterneſi, he made me drunk 
evith wormewwood, He removed my foul far from peace : 
4 forgat proſperity. I ſaid, my hope and my flirength 
are periſhed from the Lord. IT wondered that I was 
not coniumed; and though I dreaded deſtruction 
irom the Almighty, yet I muſt have juſtified him 
if he had deſtroyed me. Thus I walked about de- 
jected, weary, and heavy laden: weary of my diſ- 
eaſe, and weary of my vain remedies ; and utterly 
uncertain what to do next, or what courſe to take. 
CHAP. 
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Of his deliverance from theſe temptations. 


1. IT was in this extremity God ſtepped in; he 
found me wallowing in my blood, in a helpleſs 

and hopeleſs condition. I was quite overcome, nei- 
ther able to fight nor fly, when the Lord paſled by 
me, and made this time a time of love. Towards the 
beginning of February 1698, this ſeaſonable relief 
came, 1 was then, as I remember, at ſecret prayer, 
when he diſcovered himſelf to me, when he let me 
ſee, that there are forgiveneſſes with him, and mercy, 
and plenteons redemption. He made all his goodneſs to 
paſs, and he proclaimed his name, the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant 
in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgreſſon and fin ; who quill be graci- 
ous to whom he vill be gracious, and <vill ſhew mercy 
to avhom he will ſhew mercy. This was a ſtrange fight 
to one who before looked on God only as a conſum- 
ing fire, which I could not ſee and live, He brought 
me from Sinai, and its thunderings, to Mount Zion, 
and to the blood which ſpeaketh better things than that 
of Abel. I now with wonder beheld Chriſt in his 
glory, full of grace and trath. I ſaw that he, who 
had before rejected all my offerings, was well pleaſed 
in the beloved, being fully ſatisfied not only that 
there is forgiveneſs of fins, through the redemption 
which 1s in Jeſus; but alfo, that God by this means 
might be j, in ;u/iifying even the ungodly that believe 
in him. How was I raviſhed with delight, to ſee thar 
ſuch mercy might conſiſt even with his inflexible 
juſtice and ſpotleſs purity * And yet more, when he 
let me ſee, that to me, even to me, was the word 
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of this ſalvation ſent; that even I was invited to 
come, and take the nwater of life freely! Farther he 
diſcovered to me his deſign in the whole, even that 
no fleſh might glory in his ſight : that he might mani- 
feſt the riches of his grace, and be exalted in ſhewwing 
mercy, And when this ſtrange diſcovery was made, 
of a relief, which made full proviſion both for God's 
glory and my ſalvation, my foul was ſweetly carried 
out to reſt in it, as worthy of God, and every way 
ſuited to my neceſſity. 

2. All theſe diſcoveries were conveyed to me by 
his word: not indeed by one particular paſſage, but 
by the concurring light of many of its teſtimonies 
and promiſes, ſeaſonably ſet home, and plainly ex- 
— — thoſe truths: thus I tound it to be the 
power of God unto ſalvation, But neither was it his 
word alone; for the ſame paſſages I had read before 
and thought upon, without any reliet ; but now the 
Lord ſhined into my mind by them. Before this 1 
knew the letter only, but now the words were ſpirtt 
and life; a burning light by them ſhone into my 
mind, and gave me not merely ſome notional know- 
ledge, but an experimental kxoauwedge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chrilt. And vaſtly different 
this was from all the notions I had before had of the 
ſame truths. It fhone from heaven: it was not a 
ſpark kindled by my own endeavours, but it ſhone 
ſuddenly about me: it came by a heavenly means, 
the word: it opened heaven and difcovered heaven» 
ly things; and its whole tendency was heavenward, 
It was a true light, giving true manifeſtations of the 
one God, and the one Mediator between God and 
man, and a true view of my ſtate with reſpect to 
God, not according to my fooliſh imaginations, Tr 
was a diſtinct and clear light, not only repreſenting 
ſpiritual things, but manifeſting them in their glory, 
and iu their comely order. It ſet all things in their 
due line of ſubordination to God, and gave diſtinct 
views of their genuine tendency, It was a ſatisfy- 


ing 


( 29 ) 

ing light: the ſoul abſolutely reſted upon the diſco» 
veries it made: it was aſſured of them; it could net 
doubt if it ſaw, or if the things were fo as it repre- 
ſented them. It was a quickening, retreſhing, heal - 
ing light. It aroſe with healing in its wings, It 
was a powerful light; it diſſipated that thick dark- 
neſs which overſpread my mind, and made all thoſe 
frightful temptations, that before tormented me, in- 
ſtantly flee before it. Laſtly, It was a compoſing 
light; it did not, like a flaſh of lightning, fill the 
foul with fear and amazement: but it quieted my 
mind, and gave me the tull and tree uſe of all my 
faculties. I need not give a large account of this 
light, for no words can give a notion of light to the 
blind; and he that has eyes, (at leaſt, wlüle he ſees 
it) will need no words to deſcribe it. Proceed we, 
then, to its fruits, whereby the difference of it from 
all my former light will molt evidently appear. 

3. The firſt effect of it was an approbation of 
God's way of ſaving ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt; as a 
way of relief in all reſpects ſuitable to the needs of 
a poor, guilty, felt-condemned, ſelf. deſtroyed. fin-- 
ner, who is at length beat from all other reliets, and 
hath his mouth intitely ſtopped before God. In 
this I reſted, as a way full of peace and comfort, and 
providing abundantly for all thoſe ends, I defired to 
have ſecured. And this approbation diſcovered it— 
felf ever after in all temptations, by keeping up in 
me a ſettled perſuaſion, that God hath giwter to us er- 
nal life, and this life 75 ouly in his Son. And, when 
afterwards I was under temptatigus, it ſtill kept me 
firm in an abſolute determination, utterly to reject 
all other ways of relief, whether I round preſent 
comfort in this or no. This was alſo my only ſanc- 
tuary againſt guilt; Les me be found in him, not bau- 
ing mine own righteouſneſs, And, whenever God 
gave me a'freſh beam of this light, all difficulties 
vaniſhed away; then I rejoiced in Chritt Jeſus, and 
nothing was able to diſturb me, while it laſted ; and 
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ever after I was then only pleaſed, when I found 
wy ſoul, in ſome meaſure, moulded into a com- 
pliance with the deſign of the goſpel, emptied of 
myſelr, ſubjected to God, and caretul ro have him 
alone exalted, 

4. A ſecond effect of this diſcovery was, my eye 
began to be ſingle, looking, in all things, to the 
glory of God ; I now deſired, that he alone (which, 
before, I had no real concern for) might be glort- 
fied in my life, or by my death, I ſaw that ſhame 
and confuſion belonged to me, and to him only the 
whole glory of my ſalvation. I watched over the 
moſt ſecret actions of ſelf, labouring to renounce it 
utterly, looking on it as my grand enemy, on which 
I was always to have an eye, and counting the 
power it ſtill had my greateſt affliction. 1 never 
tound comfort, but when this idol w as diſcernibly 
abaſed; and whenever this light ſnone, in propor- 
tion to it's clearneſs and continuance, the intereſt of 
ſelf was weakened in my ſoul, and I ſought not my- 
felf but Chriſt Jeſus. ; 

5. A third effect of this light was with reſpect to 
his commandments, which I now ſaw were not grie- 
wous, but right concerning all things, I owned his 
yoke to be eaſy, and his burden light. Amidſt all 
tempkations, I knew the law was holy, juſt, and 
good. I perceived too, that it was exceeding broad, 
extending even to the lighteft motion of the heart. 
The duties I was moſt averſe from before, were now 
eaty, pleaſant, and refreſhing. I ſaw a peculiar 
beauty in thoſe laws in particular, that croſſed the 
fins which had the firmeſt rooting in my temper, 
None were ſo hateful to me; for none did I loath 
myſelt ſo much: none was I ſo glad of a victory 
over. My mind was continually engaged in con- 
trivances for their ruin, which formerly I ſtill 
fought to ſpare. And would God have given me 
my choice, to have the laws againſt them blotred 
out, he knows I ſhould not have choſe it, and that 
J ſhould haye thought his law leſs pleaſant and leſs 


perfect, 
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perfect, had theſe prohibitions been wanting. I took 
pleafure in others, only ſo far as there appeared in 
them any thing of an humble, ſelf-denying con for- 
mity to his law, and had a fixed diſlike of the leaſt 
inconformity thereto, either in myſelf or othe's- 
In a word, I ſaw, that, if I could reach holineſs, I 
ſhould have pleaſure, and peace, and liberty ; that 
all wiſdom's ways were ways of pleaſantneſs; nor 
was any thing inſupportable to me, Lut that remain= 
ing unſubdued corruption that would not ſtoop to put 
its neck under her yoke. 

6. A fourth effect of ir was, a right ſorrow for ſin, 
flowing from a deep ſenſe ot my ingratitude, to pro- 
voke ſuch a God, Who had prevented, and ſtill fol- 
lowed me with ſo much mercy. And this forrow 
filled my heart with love to God, and his way, 
ſweetened my foul, and endeared God to it. And 
the more God maniſted his kindneſs, the more it in- 
creaſed; when he was pacified I was aſhamed and 
confounded; nor was:it. a burdenſome, but a ſweet 
and pleaſant forrow, as being the exerciſe of filial 
gratitude. This ſenſe of my unkindneſs, when kept 
within, covered me with bluſhes; and I was ealed, 
when God allowed me to vent my ſenſe of it, and 
to pour 1t, as it were, into his boſom, It was like- 
wiſe a ſpring of activity in the wav of duty;* I wis- 
glad to be employed in the meaneſt work, which 
might ſhew how deeply {enfible I was of my former 
diſobedience, It was not as my late ſorrow, preg- 
nant with pride, ſtiffneſs, and unwillingneſs to ſut- 
fer any chaltiſement; but it humbled, ſoftened the 
ſoul, and made it willing to bear the rndignalion of tha 
Lord, fince I had ſinned againſt him, In a word, I 
was glad when God gave me my meaſure of ir, an 
grieved when I found it wanting, and I cried to the 
Prince exalted. for it, as a neceſſary help to the 
obeying his whole law. 

7. A fifth effect of this light, was a comfortal-i: 
hope of falvation, riſing in ſtrength, or growing 
more weak, as the diſcoveries of the way of {\lvailun 
B 6 Were, 


( 32 ) 
were, more or leſs, clear and firong, I knew 
I could not fail of ſalvation, otherwiſe than by miſ- 
ſing this way. Sometimes I doubted of myſelf, but 
not of the way; ſo far as I walked in it, I was ſweet- 
ly ſatisfied that my expectation ſhould not be cut off. 
„ And as this light ſhewed ſalvation in a way of ſelt— 
| | denial, and truſt only in the Lord, nothing ſo ſhook 
this hope, as the leaſt appearance of ſelf, or ſtirring 
of pride. As this fight of the glory of the Lord al- 
ways filled me with ſhame, ſo the deeper my humili- 
ation, the ſtronger was my confidence. And ſo far 
was this aſſurance from begetting neghgence, that it 
could not confiſt with it, To intermit, or neglect 
duty, razed the foundation, or at leaſt, laid an in- 
furmountable ſtop in the way of its progreſs, 

8. Many other effects there were, too long to re- 
peat at large. I felt a new, and formerly unknown, 
love to all who ſeemed to have any thing of the image 
ot God, though known only by report; and this 
evidenced itſelf in prayer for them, and ſympathy 
with them in their afflictions. Again I found my 
care of all God's concerns enlarged, and I defired 
more and more, that he might be exalted upon earth, 
I was grieved at any loſs his intereſt ſuſtained, and 

. zealous for his glory. To conclude, I found this 
light ſweetly drawing me to a _— chearful en- 
deavour after holineſs in all manner of converſation. 
Thus were all things in ſome meaſure become new; 

and I who a little before, with the goaler, had fal- 
| | ten down trembling, was now raiſed and ſet down to 
Ii teaſt with the diſciples of the Lord rejoicing and be- 
| | heving. 
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Of the pleaſure of this ſtate; the miſlakes attending 
it, and the way of their diſcovery, 


I. HIS glorious diſcovery was very ſurprizing. 
Ott I ſtood and wondered what this ſtrange 
ſight meant, The greatneſs of the things God hath 
done ſurpaſſed belief; and yet the effects would not 
ſuffer me to doubt of them. Not that I diſtinctly 
obſerved them at the very firſt: the glory of the 
Lord was then ſo great, that for a time I fixed my 
eyes on that, and was leſs intent on the change 
which it wrought in me. Again, I was the leſs 
exact in obſerving them then, becauſe of the dark- 
neſs ſtill remaining in me. I clearly ſaw the myſ- 
tery of free juſtification through Chriſt, and peace 
by his blood; but J was ſtill ſadly ignorant of many 
of the moſt important things relating even to that 
myſtery : as the daily application of that atonement, 
and the uſe of Chriſt with reſpe& to ſanctificati- 
on. What therefore God did at this time I knew rot 
now, but hereafter, when the Comforter had fur- 
ther inſtructed me into the goſpel, as my exigencies 
required; then, at length, I ſaw diſtinctly the work 
of God, and what he had done for me- 
+2, This diſcovery could not but be full of raviſh- 


ing ſweetneſs, conſidering the ſtate wherein it found 


me. I was condemned by God and my own con- 
ſcience, and under prefling fears of the preſent exe- 
cution 
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cution of the ſentence, When the labours of the 
day required that I ſhould fleep, and my body waſt- 
ed with the diſquiet of my mind, yet I was afraid to 
cloſe my eyes, leſt I ſhould wake in hell, and durſt 
not ſuffer myfelf to ſleep, till I was beguiled into it 
I knew not how. Was it ſtrange that the hopes of 
pardon were ſweet to one in ſuch a condition, where- 
by I laid down in ſafety and quiet reſt, while there 
was none to make me afraid? A little before the u- 
ters compaſſed me about even to the ſoul, the deep cioſed 
me round about, I vent down to the bottoms of the moun= 
tains, and faid, I am caſt out of God's fight, Now, 
was it auy wonder that ſuch an one ſhould rejoice, 
when brought into a garden of delights, and ſet 
down under the refreſhing rays of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs? And the things he diſcovered to me here 
were not only altogether new, and ſuch as I was ut- 
terly unacquainted with before, but alſo glorious in 
themſelves, It was the glory of the Lord that ſhone 
round about me; and I ſa ſuch ig as exe hath not 
ſeen, befide thie, O God. In a word, what I faw 
was (what the angels deſired to look into) the myſtery 
of godiine/i, the wonders of God's law, and the un- 
fearchable riches of. his mercy. 

3. This diſcovery was of longer continuance, and 
far brighter than any I have had ſince: it ſhone in 
its glory tor ten days; nor was it quite gone tor a 
long time after; and while it laſted, new diſcove- 
ries were daily made. God cariied me from one 
thing to another, and in this ſhort ſpace taught me 
more than I had learned by all my ſtudy in my 
whole life. Yea, he taught me the things I had 
tearned before, in another, and quite different man- 
ner. Every day he inſtructed me out of the ſcrip- 
wires, talking and walking with me by the way, 
and opening them to me, which before were as a 
fealed book, wherein whatever I read was dark. 
Indeed all this time my mind was almoſt wholly 
taken up about ſpiritual things; and whatever oc- 
cured in reading, meditation, converſe, or daily 
obler- 
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obſervations, it (like a mould) caſt into its own 
mape. All this while I was carried out to extraordi- 
nary diligence in duty. It was not, as formerly, 3 
burden, but my heart was enlarged, ſo that J ran in 
the ways of God's ordinances and commandments. 
And herein my ſoul often made like the chariots of 
Aminadab, not eaſily to be 2 ＋ ſometimes to the 
diſguſt of thoſe who did not taſte the ſame raviſhing 
ſweetneſs which I enjoyed. But the hte of all was, 
that God by keeping his glory continually in my 
eye, kept me humbled and ſelf-denied all this while: 
ſeeing him, I loathed myſelf. Beholding his glory 
I was in my own eyes as a graſihopper, as nothing, 
teſs than nothing and vanity, I gloried only in the 
Lord, rejoiced in Chrift Jeſus, and had no confidence in 
the fle ſch. 

4. God had many gracious deſigns in this. I 
was ſore broken and wounded, and he did this in 
tenderneſs; he bound up my wounds, he poured 
in oil, he made me a bed in my ſickneſs. He 
watched me, and kept me from diſturbance, till I 
was ſomewhat ſtrengthened, I had been plunged 
into grievous and hard thoughts of him, as if he had 
forgotten to be gracious. Nor was I eaſily induced 
to believe good tidings; yea, though. it was told 
me, I could not believe, till I had a clear fight of 
the waggons and proviſions, and then my ſpirit re- 
vived. God, in deep condeſcenfion, ſatisfied me- 
that he was real, and had no pleaſure in my death; 
and that the wound was not incurable, that it was 
not the wound of an enemy, or the ſtroke of a cruel 
one, but the wound of a friend, in order to heal- 
ing. He was now to make me fell all for that 
goodly pearl; and that I might be ſatisfied with my 
purchaſe, he let me ſee both what I was to leave, 
and what I was to obtain. Again, he knew what 
a wilderneſs I was to go through, and therefore fed 
me before I entered into it. Laſtly, he deſigned to 


give me ſomething, which might be a ftay in all 


ſucceedivg 


„ 
fucceeding trials. And often ſince, when my ſoui 
has been in heavineſs, have I been cheared by the 
remembrance of it. 

5. But, alas! I underſtood not this, I fancied 
this world would laſt always. I talked of building 
tabernacles here, and knew not I was to come down 
from the mount, and that my Lord would depart 
from me again. I dreamed not of learning, or hav- 
ing occaſion for war any more, I expected no more 
to fight with my corruptions, but thought the ene- 
mies, Which appeared not, were dead, and that the 
«© Egyptians were all drowned in the fea.” Accor- 
dingly, I projected to tie myſelt up to ſuch a bent, 
and to ſtint myſelf to ſuch a method of living, as 
neither our circumſtances and temptations, nor our 
duty in this world allows of. I could not endure to 
read thoſe books, which were really neceſſary to be 
be read, and all the time I ſpent in them ſeemed 
loſt. Yea, I began to grudge the time, which my 
body abſolutely required for fleep, or other refreſh- 
ments. Thus the devil ſecretly drove me from one 
extreme tothe other, knowing well, that I ſhould 
not reſt here, and that he could eafily throw me 
back from this into the firſt, of aſſuming too great a 
latitude, I began likewiſe to reckon this enlarge-- 
ment of heart as my due, and as more mine own 
than it really was. And J looked on the ſtock I al- 
ready had, as ſufficient to carry me through all my 
difficulties; and ſaw not, that the grace, which was 
ſufticient for me, was yet in the Lord's hand. 

6. But now God began to undeceive me. He 
gave me a thorn in the fleſh to humble me, and a 
meſſenger of Satan was ſent to buffet me, who ſoon- 
made me feel the fury of his temptations, Hereupon 
I tell into deep perplexity : I began to queſtion the 
truth of former manifeſtations, to doubt of my own 
perſeverance ; Pie, ſometimes to quarrel ſecretly 
with God, as if he had beguiled me. I tried many 


ways to eſcape : I thought upon God: I complained 
to him: I ſought for the cauſes of my affliction: I 
Med 


SW 
2 to ſhake N amd go forth to duty as before; 


ut, alas! the Lord was departed from me ; and the 
enemy, which lay in my boſom, had diſcovered my ſe- 
cret, and ſhorn me of my firength. 

7. Yet I could not but fee, when J recovered 
myſelf a little after the violence of my conflict, that 
things were better with me now at my worſt caſe, 
than formerly at my beſt, God frequently ſhewed 
me ſomething of his power and glory ; he opened a 
{cripture, and made my heart-burn within me; or 
unfolded my cafe, and told me all that was in my 
heart; or let me fee my defire upon my enemies. 
Sometimes he gave me acceſs unto him, and made 
me come even to his ſeat, and pour out my heart 
before him. And when at the loweſt, I was other- 
wiſe affected to Chriſt than before; my ſoul ſtill 
longed after him; I eſſayed to ſtretch out the wi- 
thered hand, and wiſhed for the command, that 
would impower me to lay hold of him. I retuſed to 
go any where elſe, but refolved to wait upon him, 
and to truſt in him, even though he ſhould ſlay me. 
And as to his law, though I could not run in it, my 
will was ſtill roward it: I had no quarrel to it, but 
to myſelf: I breathed after conformity with it: 1 
delighted therein after the inward man, And as to 
fin, though I was ſometimes driven to it, this was 
juſt ſuch a forced conſent, as before I gave to the 
law. Though it prevailed, my heart was not with 
it as before: I found another ſort of oppoſition'ts 
It; and if ever it gained a victory, I was the more 
enraged againſt it. Laſtly, this coldneſs was now a 
preternatural ſtate; I cried daily, I ben qvilt thou 
recrive me? I loathed myſelf for it: I could not 
reſt in it: I wearied myſelf with eſſaying to break 
my priſon : I looked back to former ſeaſons, and 
laid, O that it were with me as in months paſt ! 
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Of bis freſh forugglings with ſin; it's victories; 
and the cauſe of them, and God's goodneſs with 
reſpect to this trial. | 


vantage over me, by the ſecurity into which I 
was fallen, though I was unwilling to fight, yet upon 
their appearance I tried what weapons would be moſt 
ſucceſsful, I objected to them, that now I was en- 
gaged to the Lord ; I reaſoned with them, I prayed 
againt them, Nor could I then ſee whence it was 
that they prevailed; but God hath fince ſhewn me 
ſeveral reaſons of it. I laid too much ſtreſs on the 
grace I had already received: I was not ſufficiently 
watchful: the enemy put me on vain work ; where 


I. F ranges my enemies had gained great ad- 


the fin lay not in the thing itſelf, but in the degree 


of it, there he ſet me upon renouncing it in the groſs 
and rooting out what was in in itſelf lawful. Of this I 
had many inſtances with reſpe& to my paſſions, and 
worldly employments, and converſe with fintul peo- 
ple. i {till neglected ſome means of God's appoint- 
ment, under pretence of difficulties and inconveni- 
encies, and ſo prevented his bleſſing upon the reſt. 
I was ſometimes not ſingle in my aims; I wanted a 
victory which would eaſe me of the trouble of 
watchfulneſs. I was weary of a fighting lite, and 
deſired to conquer that I might be at reſt, Laſtly, 
when I was not quickly heard, I did not perſevere 
in prayer, for grace to help in time of nced. 

2. Yet was God even then exceeding merciful to 
me: he kept me from giving quite over: when I 
had many times gone furtheſt into temptations, yet 


he came in with ſeaſonable help: and frequently, 


when I was hard preſt, he ſo cleared up to me my own 
ſincerity, as emboldened me to appeal to him, vu 
elt 
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left me at liberty, under this new encouragement, 
vigorouſly to oppoſe all my enemies. 

3. And God has ſince let me fee, what gracious 
deſigns he carried on by theſe trials. Hereby he 
taught me, that all chriſtians muſt be ſoldiers ; that 
our ſecurity as to future temptations does not lie in 
grace already received, but in having our way open 
to the throne of grace; that God deals it out in the 
proper ſeaſons, whereof he alone is able to judge ;* 
that the covenant of grace doth not promiſe entire 
freedom from fins of infirmity, nor even from wilful 
ſins, otherwiſe than in the conſtant as well as careful 
uſe of all the means which he hath appointed, 
Hereby too he let me ſee how difpleaſed he was for 
my cleaving to fin ſo long. The fins that now fre- 
quently caſt me down were thoſe I ſought to ſpare 
before. God cried often to me to part with them, 
and I would not hear; and now God would not hear 
when I cried againſt them. Hereby alſo he diſco- 
vered the riches of that forgiveneſs that is with him, 
that it reaches ſins of all ſorts, multiplied relapfes not 
excepted, He that requires us to forgive ſeventy 
times ſeven times a day, will not do leſs himſelf, 
And finally, he fitted me hereby to compaſſionate 
and comfort others alſo who were tempted. 

4+ During all this time, befides fins of infirmity, 
my corruptions did ſometimes bear me down to“ 
relapſes, both into omiſſions of duties, and com- 
miſſions of known fins. And theſe being ſins againſt 
light, love, and all ſorts of engagements, lay heavy 
upon my conſcience, I was much perplexed about 
them, my bones were broken, my ſpirit wounded 
exceedingly. 

5. At ſometimes, indeed, I was, for a while Bar- 
dexed by the deceitfulneſs of fin, and ſenſeleſs ; at other 
times my heart inſtantly ſmote me, and I was im- 
mediately after my fall ſtirred up to the exerciſe of 


repentance. But ſooner or later God fet my fins in 


order 


See the Preface. 
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order before me, either by ſome outward or inward 
affliction (often ſo remarkably choſen, that the fin 
was wrought upon the puniſhment) or by his word, 
or his Holy Spirit in his ordinances, which told me 
all that I had done. 

6. Then was my ſoul troubled with fear and ſhame 
and a ſenſe of his anger, by which Satan often ſought 
to drive me to deſpair. But God gracioufly brake 
the force of this temptation, ſometimes by diſtant 
diſcoveries of forgiveneſs ; ſometimes by remindin 
me of his former kindneſs, or ſhewing me the fatal 
Hue of caſting away my confidence. And when the 
temptation was moſt violently urged, I thought it 
no time to diſpute, but allowed the worſt the tempt- 
er could ſuggeſt, and then laid my caſe in all its ag- 
gravations, to the extenfive promiſes of the covenant, 
«++ Be ut granted, ſaid I, that I am but an hy pocrite; 
** that I never obtained pardon; that I am the chief 
of ſinners: that my fins have ſuch aggravations as 
the ſins of no other man ever had ;” yet the blood 
of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, and he came to ſave 
the chief of finners. 

7. When TI had got thus far, I got up again as I 
could, and ſought him in all the duties of his ap- 
pointment. Nor was it long (if I humbly and pati- 
ently continued in this way) before I found him, as 
at the firſt. He ſet my fan, in all its aggravations, 
before me; he led me up to original ſin, the ſource 
of all; he cut off all excuſes, and left me ſelf. con- 
victed, owning that any puniſhment on this fide hell 
would be mercy. Then he ſtepped in, and made a 


gracious i of the fountain opened for fin, and 


for uncleanneſs. He drew my ſoul to cloſe with, and 
with trembling to lay ſtreſs upon it. Having by this 
look drawn my eyes to look at him again, while I 
looked, my ſoul melted into tears ; my heart, before 
bound up, was looſed ; and my lips, before cloſed, 
were opened. While he thus anſwered me, and I 
could ſcarce believe the news, he created peace 72 
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Fruit of his lips, and as it were forced it upon my? 


loul, and ſhed abroad his love in my heart. 

8. Before I conclude this head, I muſt obſerve, 
1. That ſometimes this work was wrought gradually; 
ſometimes all at once, and in a moment. 2. Some- 
times I ſought peace long be fare I obtained it; ſome- 
times God ſurprized me immediately upon my ſin, 
before I had thought in the leaſt what 1 had done, 
and gave me ſuch a look as made me weep bitterly. 
And when it was thus, it pierced through my ſoul, 
filling me with the deepett loathing ot myſelf, and 
the higheſt wonder at the riches, freedom, and 
aſtoniſhing- ſovereignty of his grace. 

9. There was a great difference as to the continu» 
ance of theſe impreſſions, and likewiſe as to the de- 
grees of them, At ſome times, my convictions and 
humiliations were deeper, and my faith and hope 
far clearer than at others. But am idſt all theſe acci- 
dental differences, the ſubſtance of the work was 
always the ſame. I would obſerve, laſtly, that the 
moſt terrible enemies are not the moſt dangerous. 
While I was attacked by plain fins, I was eaſily 
convinced and alarmed at them, which was attend- 
ed with all theſe happy effects; whereas I have 
been fince aflaulted by leſs diſcernible evils, fins un- 
der the maſk of duties; and theſe ſecretly devour 
the ſtrength, and are difficultly difcovered in their 
exceeding ſinfulneſs. 

I muſt not paſs oyer without notice, that when I 
firſt felt forgiveneſs of fins, I was much exerciſed 
with, and troubled for, fins of infirmity and daily in- 
curſion. Of this I ſhall give a more diſtinct account, 
1. When God maniteſted himſelf, his enemies fled 
before him ; they received a ſtunning ſtroke, and va- 
niſhed away at the brightneſs of his appearing. He 
for a time bore down corruption, chained up Satan, 
and kept me from any the leaſt diſturbance trom them. 
2. It was ſome time before my ſtronger enemies ap- 
peared again; preſumptuous ſins did not ſoon ap- 

proach 
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proach me: I firſt found the remaining power of fin 
only by the invaſion of fins of daily infirmity, par- 
ticularly deadneſs in prayer. 3. Hereupon I began to 
be much diſcouraged, neither underſtanding my pre- 
ſent ſtate, nor the proviſion made for the cauſe in the 
covenant of grace, bysa daily application of the 
blood of atonement. 4. When my fond expectation 
was diſappointed, I at firſt eſſayed to humble myſelf 
diſtinctly for each of theſe tranſgreſſions. But find- 
ing my whole time would not ſuffice for this, I was 
obliged to go with them all at once, and plunge into 
the an opened for fin and for uncleanneſs. I 
took a view of myſelf defiled by innumerable evils, 
and under a ſenſe of them caſt myſelf on the glorious 
atonement, and relied for the ,cleanfing me from 
them all on that blood which cleanſeth from all fin, 
5. To clear this matter yet further, I obſerve, that 
the light which firſt diſcovered this plenteous re- 
demption, though variouſly clouded, yet was never 
quite loſt, A child of light is never in utter darkneſs. 
He has, indeed, a ſummer's ſun, that ſhines longer, 
brighter, and warmer; and his winter's fun, which 
ſhines more faintly. He has fair and rainy days : 
he has a changeable. intercourſe of day and night ; 
but light more or leſs there is ſtill. | 

10. Upon the whole, we may remark, 1. That 
we may heal our wounds flightly ; but it is God's 
prerogative to ſpeak ſolid peace. 2. That conſider- 
ing our unbelief, and pride of heart, it is not eaſy 
to win a ſinner to believe, that the forgiveneſs, 
which is with God, is able to anſwer all his neceſſi- 
ties. And when the ſoul is in ſome meaſure ſatisfied 
with this, and willing to come to God daily for- 
grace and mercy, it is not eaſy to keep up either a due 
abhorrenceof ſin, or adue ſenſeof that boundleſs mer- 
cy. Vea, hereliesoneof the greateſt ſecrets of practi» 
cal godlineſs, andthe higheſt attainment in cloſe walk- 
ing with God, to come daily and waſh, and yet retain 
as high a value for this diſcovery of forgiveneſs, = 
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if it were only to be had once and no more. The 
more we ſee of it, the more doubtleſs we ought to va- 


{ lue it: whereas, on the contrary, unleſs the utmoſt 
care be uſed, our hearts turn formal, and count it a 


common thing. TI obſerve, 3. That the joy of the 


2 Lord is then only to be retained, when we walk 
= tenderly and circumſpeCtly ; being inconſiſtent not 


only with any groſs fin, but with any remiſſneſs of 


* behaviour. And laſtly, 'That when I was at the 


loweſt ebb, I have often recovered myſelf by thank- 
fulneſs, If you aſk, What I had then to be thank- 
ful for; I anſwer, I began thus: What a mercy 
& js it, I am out of hell! Bleſſed be the Lord for 
de this.” Again: What a mercy is it, that he 


= © hath given me to ſee, and thank him for that 
= © mercy! Bleſſed be the Lord for this likewiſe.” 


And thus I have gone on, till he hath led me to a 
ſenſe of his love, and reſtored comfort to my ſoul. 
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A more particular Account of his preceding Doubts 
concerning the being of God, and Deliverance from 
them, 


1. TJ Before mentioned the trials I had about the 
being of a God, almoſt as ſoon as I had any 
concern about religion, But at firſt I had no argu- 
ments urged againſt it; only ſeeing this was the 
kinge, on which all religion turned, I found myſelf 
at a loſs for evidence ſo clear, and ſtrong, and con- 
vincing as I thought neceſſary, with reſpect to a 
truth, whereon ſo much weight was to be laid, 
I ſaid. Very great things are demanded of me, 
„ and J am called to hope for great things: but be- 
©« fore I truit ſo far, [ would know more of that 

« God, in whom I am to truſt.” 
2. But afterwards, when I was more eſtranged 
from God, and intent upon abſtract ſubtleties, the 
| devil 
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devil took his opportunity, and ſaid daily, Where 
« is now thy God?” He then triumphed, Where 
« js now that mouth, with which thou haſt ſo often 
if „ reproached. Atheiſts ?*” Theſe are the arguments 
il they have; come forth then, try thy ſtrength, and 
[| Hight them. : ; 
| 3- Hereupon a ſharp conflict began, in which TI 


uſed various ways. Sometimes I rejected his ſuggeſ- 
tions, and. refuſed them a hearing, Sometimes I 
| tried to anſwer his arguments; but the longer I ſtood 
| arguing the caſe, I was always at the greater loſs. 
\f Then I would wiſh for a diſcovery of God himſelf: 
* O that 1 knew where 1 might find him! Whence the 
| enemy failed not to infer, It there was a God, he 
1 „ would help one, who was thus ſtanding up for 
Wl! „ him, in ſuch a ſtrait,” Sometimes I prayed, and 
| though Satan urged me with the unreaſonableneſs of 
10 praying, till I was ſure there was a God: yet I al- 
i ways thought, “If there be one, he can beſt ſatis- 
[i | „ ty me as to his own being.” 
4. And he did fatisfy me in part, 1. By clear diſ- 
il coveries of the tendency of theſe temptations, 2. 
| To caſt reproach on all the beſt and wiſeſt ot men, 
| and to deſtroy the foundations of all human happi- 
neſs. 2. By ſome glimpſes of his glory, even in the 


4 works of creation, 3. By ſome beams of light from 
111 his word; and more than once in particular, by ſug- 
* eſting to my mind, with power, that anſwer of the 
three children, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not care- 
ful to anſwer thee in this matter. I, it be jo, our God 
whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine band. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that æue auill 
mot ſerve thy God, nor worſhip the golden image thor 
haft ſet up. | | 
I But yet I was not fully relieved: nothing but 
a diſcovery of God could give a full defeat to Satan. 
But confidering then I was an unhumbled enemy, 
God could not have appeared otherwiſe than as an 
enemy; and this my nature could not bear, I could 
not 


„„ 


not have thus ſeen his face and lived. Wherefore 
he led me another way, he diſcovered ſin to me firſt, 
and thereby broke the force of the temptation ;3 and 
having humbled me, he then diſcovered himſelf in 
his glory in Chriſt Jeſus, 


6. This it was which gave me full ſatis faction: 


while God commanded this light to ſhine on my 
mind, I could not deſire a clearer proof of his being: 
#7 all his enemies fled before it; all the mountains of 
2 oppolition ſhook at the preſence of the Lord, and 
were carried into the midſt of the fea. I had now 
| manifold evidences of this glorious truth. I had, 1. 


The evidence of ſight ; By the eye ot faith IT ſaw the 
viory of God as repreſented in the word, ſhining 
with the cleareſt luſtre : it not only convinced me of 
it's own reality, but that, in a manner, nothing elſe 
was real. This ſight gave me more conſiſtent, be- 
coming notions of God, his nature, and attributes, 
than ever I attained before: and fo ſhook the very 
foundations of thoſe doubts which-flowed purely from 
my ignorance of his nature. 2. I had the evidence 
of the ear; I heard him ſpeak, and his voice ſuifici- 
ently diſtinguiſhed itſelf from the voice of any crea- 
ture. He firſt ſpoke terror to me from Sinai; and 
when my ſoul was as the troubled fea, he ſaid unto 
it, “ Peace, be ſtill, and there was a great calm.“ His 
words had light and power peculiar to God with 
them, both when he ſpoke for me and againſt me: 
they made me taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, 
and that bleed 7s he that trufteth in him, All my ob- 
jections were ſolved. As to the ſeeming inconſiſtency 
of his attributes, at the time he condeſcended to 
ſhew me his back parts, be ſatisficd me, tba? no man 
can behold his face. He gave me a view of his inc om- 
prehenſibility, which filenced all thoſe ſuggeſtions. 
And as to the teeming diſorders in his government, 
a plain anſwer was, He giverh account ta none; bis 
way is in the ſta; his paths in the great waters, and 
his footfleps are not rnown. | 
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more panticmlar account of his preceding doubts 
concerumng ths fbi ſcriptures, and deliverance 
from them, 


. HIS temptation, as obſerved before, did 
not attack me ſo foon as the former: but it 


was managed in much the ſame way. Sometimes 


my mind only hung in tuſpence, for want of ſuffi- 
cient evidence. Soinctimes I was ſtrangely harraſſed 
with multiplied objections, either by the books I 
read, the enemies of the word, with whom I con- 
verſed, or by Satan, whoſe ſuggeſtions were far the 
moſt ſubtle, and moſt perplexing of all. 

2. This trial was more grievous than even the 


former. Theſe objections were equally deſtructive : 


of all religion, and were far more numerous, more 
plauſible, and entertained by perſons of a fairer cha- 
racter. Beſides, the evidence of this truth lay farther 
from the reach of an enlightened mind, 

3. I tried many ways to eſcape, Beſides prayer, 
and attending public ordinances, I read many books 
writin defence of the ſcriptures. And this wanted 
not it's uſe ; I got a rational conviction of the truth, 
and ſo was emboldened to plead for it againſt it's 
enemies; and I found anſwers to many particular 
objections, which encouraged me to wait for full 
ſatisfaction, But that I found not yet; this being 
but the wiſdom of men, had not power to ſilence 
temptations, to enlighten me to ſee the evidence of 
God in his word, or to give a reliſh for it to an in- 
diſpoſed ſoul. 

4. God began to break the force of this tempta- 
tion, when his word faſtened a ſenſe of guilt on my 
ſoul; though this rather extorted an aſſent than in- 
duced to a chearful acquieſcence therein, as com- 


ing 


7 


„ 


ing from God. But when he gave me that light 
which repelled all temptations, which revived and 
comforted a foul bowed down before, I inſtantly 
cloſed with his word as the word of life; TI rejoiced 
as one that had found a hid treaſure ; I was ſweetly 
ſatisfied that it came from him, and that by many 
evidences ; For, 


Fir, All diſcoveries of guilt were made by it. 
God by this ſpoke in my ear, fins which none ſave 
he who ſearcheth the heart could know, which I 
knew not, nor any creature elſe, By it the ſecrets 
of my heart were manifeſt, ſo that I was compelled 
toown, that God was in it of a truth. I could 


not but cry out, © Come, ſee a book which told 
«© me all that ever I did. Is not this the book of 
“ God?” 


Secondly, All the diſcoveries he made of his anger 
were made by the holy ſcriptures, It was by them 
that his wrath was dropt into my foul, and reveal- 
ed from heaven againſt me. It was by the jame 
that he let in upon my foul the glurious diſcovery 
of his being, attributes, and his whole will eon- 
cerning my 1alvation by Jeſus Chrilt. By the ſame 
he conveyed all thoſe quickening, converting, tranſ- 
forming, ſupporting, compoling intluences, and let 
me ſee the other wonders of his law, excellent things 12 
counſel of knowledge, By this he was pleated to re- 


veal the craft, the power, the actings, and the de- 


ſigns of my enemies; his own deiigns in my trials, 
and ſomething of his ſectret deſigns in many of his 
public adminiſtrations. 


Thirdly, As all theſe influencies and diſcoveries 
were conveyed by his word, ſo by the peculiar light 
and power that attended them he evidenced that his 
name was theie, It taught, not as the greateſt, 
the wiſeſt, the beſt of men; but with another ſort 
of authority and weight; it ſpake as never man 
ſpake, Whatever it iaid, my conſcience itood to. 
When it challenged me tor what I knew not to be 

| G8 taults, 
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faults, no deſences availed: I was no ſooner accuſ- 
ed, than arraigned, convicted, condemned. In like 
manner, when God hereby ſpoke peace, he created 
it. The dead heard, and the hearer lived. Tempta- 
tions after it ſpoke not again. When I was ſelt-de- 
itroyed, felt-condemned, and caſt hereby into che 
greateſt agony; yet whenever he ſent his word, it 
healed me: my foul was commanded to be at peace, 
and there enſued a glorious calm. 

g. And whereas my enemies had often aſked me, 
How I could diſtinguiſh the real among ſo many pre- 
tended revelations? God himſelf now gave me a re- 
ply: The profit that hath a dream, let him tell a 
aream; and He that Lath my word, let him ſpeak my 
Word faithfully. Ii lat is the chaff to the wheat, ſaith 
the Lord? I not my «word like as a fire? And like a 
hammer, that break:th the rock in pieces? Jer. xxili. 
28, 29. And he was pleated particularly to ſpeak 
thoſe things, whereat I had ſtumbled, to my ſoul, 
which both humbled me for my former unbelief, and 
encouraged me to hope, that I ſhould know other 
things hereafter which I underitood not now, A- 
gain, he ſatisfied me as to many things, that the 
time of knowing them was not yet; and that when 
ne ſaw the proper ſeaſon to be come, he would ſhew 
me plainly ot them, He let me ſce his wiſdom and 
goodneſs in thus training me up to dependence, 
or learning of him what I knew not: and ſhewed 
me that 1t was my duty to meditate in his law 
day and night, and to ſearch the ſcriptures with 
all humility ; fince the ſccret of the Lord is only with 
roſs that fear him, and he will ſhe none but them his 
coceuũ ut. 

6. When after this I read the ſcriptures, and found 
not that powerful light ſhining with that warming, 
quickening, dazzling glory, yet I found an habitual 
ght in my foul, whereby I could almoſt every where 
diſcern part of the glory of the Lord; and by this I 
was over-awed, and brought flill to regard them as 
the word of God, A light was ſtill reflected 3 

whole 
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whole ſcripture; and I was ordinarily enabled to 
perceive how worthy of him, and like himſelf, 
every thing was which I read there. And by this 
abiding light I was capable of diſcerning therein dit- 
coveries of the actings of ſin and grace, with a pe- 
netration and exactneſs beyond the reach of any, 
ſave the omniſcient and only wiſe God. 


Cre - . - O- (-H. -- 
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Of ſome other temptations, and his delivcrance fi om 
them. 


1, J Before ſhewed that when I was in doubt about 
the holy ſcriptures, the devil often ſuggeſted to 
me, „How can you expect ſatisfaction in thele 
things, when men of ſo much greater abilities have 
ſought it in vain ?” And this ſuggeſtion was often ſo 
violently urged, that I had no ſpirit left in me. 
2. But when God diſcovered himielt to me in his 
wn light, the force of this temptation was utterly 
broken; though I had not a particular fight of the 
weakneſs of it, till I read (ſome time after) the threz 
firſt chapters of the firſt epiſtle tv the Corinthians ; 
The ſubſtance of what God then ſhewed me was, 
/,. That his great deſign in the method of ſal- 
vation he had choſen, was to ſtain the pride of all 
human glory, that no fleſh might glory in his fight, 
but he that glorieth might glory in the Lord. 2dly. 
That a vain ambition to be wiſe above what God al- 
lowed, was the ſpring and chief part of our apo{- 
tacy from God; and ſtill vain man would be «viſe; the 
Je us aſk a ſigu, and the Greeks ſeek aſter wiſiloin. za. 
That in order to the attainment of the foregoing de- 
ſign, and to the recovery of man from his apoſtacy, 
it was plainly neceſſary that this ambition, being u 
flat oppoſition to his deſign, and a principal part 
of his corruption, ſhould be removed. It was requi- 
lite, That God ſhould defray the wvi/dom of the wiſe, 
| C 
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and bring to nought the underſtanding of the pruden!, 
4thiy, God to vindicate his own wiſdom reproached by 
this vain ambition of man, to fix an eternal blot on 
human wiſdom, and to diſcover his holy ſeverity in 
puniſhing this ambition, with the other wickedneſ- 
ſes of vain man, /ufered, for many ages, all nations 
to walk in their own ways, and to try, whether they 
were better than God's ways, whether they could 
ſupply the defects which they fondly imagined God 
had made them with, or relieve themſelves from the 
miſery of their apoſtacy. And the event anſwered 
the deſign of his wiſdom and juſtice, and the deſert 
of thoſe who made the attempt, For after the fruit- 
leſs endeavours of four thouſand years, The aworld by 
eviſdom knew not God, They miſſed the mark; their 
fooliſh hearts auere darkened ; ; ſeeking to be auiſe, they became 
Fools ; inſtead of getting their eyes opened to ſee more 
than God allowed, they could ſee nothing but their 
own nakedneſs; and fo imperfect were the diſco- 
veries even of that, that they imagined fig- leaves 
would cover it. gthly, After they had ſpent the 
time allotted for ſhewing the vanity of their own 
wiſdom, God, in the depth of his compaſſion, ſtep- 
ped in to their relief; and in order thereto, was plea- 
ſed to pitch upon a way quite oppoſite to all the wiſdom 
of fooliſh man, 
man's auiſdom, or eloquence ; it was not ſuitable to the 
truth of God, to uſe that mean art, whereby the 
jJuugments of men are led blindfold in ſubjection to 
their paſſions. He made no choice of artificial rea- 
ſonings, the other eye of human wiſdom, It did 
not become the majeſty of God, to diſpute men into 
a compliance with his will, And although he 
wrought ſigns to awaken the attention of a drowſy 
world, to gain reſpect to his ambaſſadors, to ſtrength- 
en the faith of weak believers, and to cut off every 
15 trom unbelief; yet he choſe them not chiefly 
to convert and recover the world, being unwilling 
ſo to derogate from his word, as if the word of God 
were 
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. were not, upon Its own evidence, worthy the ac- 
d by ceptation of all rational creatures. 6, God hav- 
N ing rejected all theſe, made uſe of e fooli/hne/s of 
v in preaching ; that is, a plain declaration of his will in 


BE is name, in the demonſtration of the Spirit and power by 
men commiſhoned by him for that purpoſe. Now 


_ p.if this was a means every way worthy of God. Man 
„ had believed the devil rather than God; the devil 
Jod ſeemed to have gained a great advantage, by per- 


the ſuading man in his integrity to credit him, and diſ- 
red (BY credit God. God now caſt back the ſhame on him, 
by engaging fallen man to renounce the devil, and 
upon his bare word give up Satan and all that ad- 
hered to him. And further to manifeſt his deſign, as 
he made uſe of the fooliſhneſs of preaching, ſo he 
choſe for his ambaſſadors, not the learned diſputers 
of the world, but fooliſh, weak, illiterate men, that 
by things which in appearance are not, he might bring 
to nought thoſe that are. Laſily, to lay man lower yet 
that the Lord alone might be exalted, he choſe not for 
his people ſuch as the world would have thought 
ſtood faireſt for mercy ; but he choſe, for the gene- 
ral, the moſt miſerable and contemptible of mankind : 
Not many wiſe, not many noble, not many mighty are 
called; but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of this 

evorld to confound the wiſe. x 
3. Hence God ſhewed me, that it was to be ex- 
pected, and was indeed inevitable, that a great op- 
poſition ſhould be every where made to his goſpel ; 
that this oppoſition would principally be by pretenders 
to wiſdom, and learned men; that their objections 
muſt be againſt all the concernments of the goſpel, 
the matter, manner, means of it; all being oppoſite 
to their expectations, and that therefore it was no 
wonder to fee ſome ſtumble at the croſs, ſome at the 
preaching, ſome at the preachers; that it was to be 
expected their objections would be ſpecious, as being 
ſuĩted to the wiſdom of men, the natural apprehen- 
fion of all who were not brought to a compliance 
C4 with 


($2 
with the grand deſign of God. Laſy, that it was 
impoſſible for any man, who was not brought to be 
a fool in his own eyes, to be wiſe 1n the things of 
God, or to diſcern and approve of the conduct of 
God in this whole matter, 

4. Upon this diſcovery I was fully ſatisfied, that 
the oppoſition of learned men, and their unſucceſſ- 
fulneſs in their enquiries, was ſo far from being juſt 
prejudice to, that it was a ſtrong confirmation of the 
truths of religion; and on the other hand, that tho 
they were, in the wiſdom of God, hid from the 
wite and prudent, yet babes might have a clear diſ- 
covery thereof, becauſe it had pleaſed the Father to 
reveal theſe things to them, 

5. Another common objection, which had made, 
at ſome times, a conſiderable impreſſion upon my 
mind, was, that the ſcriptures are contrary to reaſon, 
I ſhall juſt point at the ſprings of my relief. 

Firft, T was long before fixed in a deep, rational 
conviction of the ſhortneſs of human knowledge, and 
that there was no truth which we receive, whether 
upon the evidence of metaphyſical, mathematical, or 
moral principles, or even on the evidence of our 
tenſes, againit which there lay not inſoluble objecti- 
ons. Yet no man queſtioned theſe truths; nor tho” 
we endeavoured it ever ſo much, could we doubt of 
many of them. And as this was one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable fruits of my ſtudies in philoſophy, ſo it was 
ot uſe to me many ways; it made me ſee through the 
vanity of that pretence againſt the truths revealed 
by God, that there lie unanſwerable objections a- 
gainſt them. This I plainly ſaw ought not to ſhake 
my aſſent, if I found ſufficient evidence for them; 
eſpecially as I was convinced, it was reaſonable to 
expect more inextricable difficulties about truths ſu- 
pernaturally revealed than others, fince they he tar- 
ther out of our reach, Therefore, when any fuch 
occurred, I was led rather to ſuſpect my own igno- 
rance than the truths of God. 

2dly, God had hefore fixed in me the faith of his 

incompre- 
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incomprehenſibility, and fully convinced me, that ! 
could not know him to perfection; ; he let me ſee, 
that bis aways are not as our <vays, {5 that I durit not 
any more attempt to meaſure him, or his ways, by 
my ſhort line, but in all things I reſted in tlie reſo- 
lution of his word. To the law and to the igſlimony I 
brought all, and where that clearly interpoled, my 
ſoul was now taught fully to acquieſce in, and ſtand 
to its determination. 
34ly, When the enemy ſtrongly attacked any par- 

ticular truth, and I could not initantly folve his ob- 
jections, I was much relieved by a vicw of the mul- 
tiplied teſtimonies of the wor d, all running the fame 
way. And when by conſulting interpreters, eſpe- 
cially critics, I was darkened rather than cleared, I 
had recourſe to the ſcope ot the words, and the plain 
meaning that firſt occurred, with an humble depend- 
ance on God for his light. 

4thly, If for a time, by the ſubtle perverſion of 
ſome leriptures, could not find the true meaning ot 
them, the analogy of faith ſtayed my mind, till 
could recover thoſe particular paſſages out of the 
enemy's hand: when God manitefted himſelt to me, 
he gave me a vicw of his whole deiign in the reve- 
lation he had made of himſelf, and of the harino— 
nious conſent and concurrence of all the doctrines or 
the goſpel, in promoting that deſign. He ſlieued 
me likewiſe, how the end and the mcans were to 

ciolely linked together, that one of rhele truths 
could not be overturned, but all the yeit would fol- 
low. Whenever therefore any of them was coutro- 
verted, it's connexion with the other truths, unt- 
formly and plainly atteſted by the currenc of ſerip— 
ture, preſented itſelf; and my mind was ſarisfied this 
could not fall, without they all fell together. Inis 
I take to be the analogy of faith, and herein Joften 
took ſanctuary. 

6. 1 before mentioned what a continual bondage 
T was long in, through fear of death; I ſhall no 
give ſome acount of my relief from this allo. 
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Fi, The Lord's mercy manifeſted in Chriſt 


freed me from this ſpirit of bondage, and gave me 
a taſte of the liberty of the ſons of God, He in 
great meaſure removed the grounds whereon I moit 
teared it, . fin the ſting of death, and want of 
evidence about the reality ot divine things. 

Secondly, Whereas there ſtill continued ſome fear 
upon a near proſpect of it, I was much relieved by 
God's promiſe, that we ſhould not be tempted above 
zwhat awe were able to bear, eſpecially when I recollect- 
ed my former experience. I remember one day in 
particular, T was oppreſſed with the fear of death, 
when Cod merciiully ſuggeſted to me,“ Haſt thou 
not ſni unk under the remote proſpect of other trials, 
and yet been carried through them? Why ſhould- 
eſt thou diſtruſt him as to future trials, who hath ſo 
often helped thee in time of necd?” TI then con- 
iidered, it is no way proper, that God ſhould give 
his grace before our trial comes: but rather that he 
ſhould keep us humble and dependent, by reſerving 
it in his own hand, and teach us to ſubmit to his 
wiidom, as to the meaſure and time of performing 
his own promiſes. And I have ever ſince reſted in 
this faith, that the Lord is a God of judgment, and 
that bleſſed are all they who wait on him; not doubt- 
ing either his faithfulneſs as to the accompliſhment 
ot his promiſes, or judgment as to the right timing 
and meaſuring them, in proportion to our neceſſities, 
Hereupon TI reſt to this day; I dare not ſay, I am 
ready to die; I dare not ſay, I have faith, or grace 
ſufficient to carry me through death; I dare not ſay, I 
have no fear of death; but this] ſay, there is ſufficient 
grace laid up for me in the promiſe : there is a 
throne of grace to have recourſe to: and there is a 
God of judgment, who will not with-hold it, when 
it is really the time of need, 
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Of his Entrance upon the Miniſtry, and Behaviour 
at Ceres. 


I HEN I was under the violent ſtrugglings 
before mentioned, I had laid aſide all 
thoughts of the miniſtry ; for 1 could not entertain 
A thought of preaching to others what I did not be- 
lieve myſelt. But now the ſcene being changed, I 
was, after long deliberation and fervent prayer, de- 
termined to comply with my mother's defire, (who 
had devoted me from my childhood to this work) 
with the advice of my moſt pious friends, the im- 
portunity of many others, and the motions ol my 
own heart. For I had a hvely ſenſe of the ſtrong 
obligation laid upon me, to lay out myſelf in the 
ſervice of my good maſter, aad I thought the near- 
my employment related to him, the happier it 
would be. 

2, Accordingly on May 1, 1500, I entered into 
holy orders, and May g began my miniſtry at Ceres, 
-From this time, he prepared his ſermons with 
much ſecret prayer, for a bleſſing thereon both to 
himſelf and his hearers, His practice alſo was, 
exactly to review and remark his behaviour in public 
duties; what aſſiſtance and enlargement of heart he 
obtained, and what concern for the ſouls ôf his hear- 
ers. When he fell ſhort, it was matter of humilia- 
tion to him; when he was atl:ited, of greater gra- 


titude and watchfulneſs. 


3. Knowing he was to watch over ſouls as one 


that mult give account, he had the weight of this 
'$ 6 charge 
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charge much upon his ſpirit : he therefore laboured 
to know the ſtate ot the ſouls of his flock, that he 
might be able to guide them according to their par- 
ticular caſes, In order thereto, he was diligent in 
viſiting all the families within his pariſh, inſtructing 
his people by catechizing, and in marking their 
proficiency in the knowledge of the goſpel. Efpe- 
cially, before adminiſtering the Lord's ſupper, he 
converſed ſeverally with thoſe who deſired to par- 
take thereof, to try what” ſenſe they had of real reli- 
gion; what influence the word ot God had had up- 
on them, and what fruits of it were in their hearts 
and lives, that he might deal with their conſciences 
accordingly, 

4. Take an inſtance of this in his own words. 
July 8, 1703.“ I have now ſpent about a month in 


« converſe with my people, and I obſerve the few 
tollowing things, 
Firſt, That of three or four hundred perſons 
there were not above forty, who had not at one 
time or other been more or leſs awakened, tho? 
with far the greater part it came to no length, 
© Whence it is plain, that God leaves not himſelf 
© without witnels, even in the boſom of his enemies, 
© but ſooner or later ſo far touches the hearts of all 
«© men, as will dreadfully enhance the guilt of thoſe 
++ who put out the light, and quench his Spirit. 
Scondly, ** That ſome of thoſe, whom it has 
s pleaſed God to awaken by my miniſtry, promiſe 
© more than flowers, even fruit; and that moſt ac- 
& knowledge, that the word comes nearer them dai- 
„ ty, which makes me aſhamed of my own negli- 
„ gence, and aſtoniſhed at the goodneſs of God, 
„ who bleſſes my weak labours notwithſtanding, 
Thirdly, ** That though God may make uſe of 
the words of man, in letting us into the meaning 
of the ſcriptures, yet it is ordinarily the very 
* ſcripture-word, whereby he conveys any com- 
fort or advantage,” 
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. Hearing about this time of ſome, who were 
much ſwayed by good people, in dark ſteps of their 
miniſterial work, I was fatisfied in the evident clear- 
neſs of the tollowing rules, | 

1%, That it is very dangerous to lay much ſtreſs 
on the apprehenſions of the beſt of people, as to 
what may be fin or duty in things that belong not 
to their ſtation ; for the promiſe of the Spirit's 
teachings belongs not to them, as to what may con- 
cern a miniſter's ſtation. Therefore, it is ſafer to 
deſire their prayers, that God would, according to 
his promiſe, difcover to us what is our duty, than 
to learn them to ſtep out of their ſtations, and ad- 
viſe in things that belong not to them. 

Sccondly, In conſulting others for light, great re- 
card ſhould be had to the different talents of men. 
In matters of ſoul-exerciſe, moſt regard ſhould be 
had to thoſe, whom God has fitted with endowment 
that way, In matters of government, moſt regard 
ſhould be had to thofe, whom he has fitted that 
Wav. 

Thirdly, The holieſt men are moſt likely to know 
God's mind; but to know who are the holieſt, we 
muſt conſider, not only what men's behaviour, but 
what their temptations are : for one in whom leſs 
appears, may indeed have more grace than another, 
who ſeems to have more; when the one is continu- 
ally plunged in floods of temptation, and the other 
is tree from them, 

Obſerve Fourthly, That miniſters are commonly 
more ſhaken about the truths of religion, than about 
their own ſtate: 5 the people, more about their 
own ſtate, than aÞout the truths of religion. And 
as miniſters are aſſiſted to clear the people, as to 
what they are ſtraitened about; ſo are the people 
often enabled to help their miniſters, as to what oc- 
caſions their uneaſineſs. Thus they mutually excel 
and are excelled, to humble both, and keep both in 
their ſtations, | 
As to clearing up our duty in doubtful on, obs 

erve, 
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terre, La/ly, that there is ever a bias to one way 
or the other; that we muſt ſeek to have this remov- 
ed, and cry to God to bring our hearts to an equal 
willingneſs to take either or neither way; that when 
this is attained, we muſt uſe our beſt reafon, and 
take the way that appears moſt proper; though Mill 
crying to him, that he would put a ſtop to us, it we 
be out of the road. It he aftord light in any other 
particular way, we mult uſe it, ſtill taking care to 
ſeek light ſoberly, to uſe it tenderly, and to be wa- 
ry in the application of 1t, 

6. July 2, 1702, God about this time giving me 
ſomewhat ot a revival from a long deadneſs, I think 
myſelf concerned to take notice of the means by 
which I obtained this benefit. And 1. It was ſig- 
nally promoted by converſe with zealous chriſtians. 
I found, that as iroz ſharpeneih iron, /o doth the couns- 
tenance of a man his friend. 2. By ſome heavy ſtrokes 
laid upon me. 3. By terrible providences to the 
public. 4. By ſome papers ſeaſonably brought to 
my hands, containing the exerciſe of ſome real chriſ- 
tians, wherein I ſaw how far ſhort T was of them, 
and alſo not a few of the cauſes of my ſadly wither- 
ed and decayed ſtate. g. By ſome diſcovery of the 
vanity of my ſweeteſt enjoyments. And laſtly, By 
God's leading me to ſome ſubjects, which I choſe 
tor others, but wherein I found my own caſe re- 
markably touched, 

7. March 12, 170g. I was far out of order; 
„ Lord, pity and ſhine upon me.” At night, I 
was ſomewhat refreſhed in family worſhip. In me- 
ditation hereon, I ſaw unbeliet was the root of all 
my miſery. I was broken on achunt of it; I cried 
to God tor relief, . O manifeſt thyſelf to my ſoul!'“ 
I was much grieved, that, at a time when ſo many 
ſtrange evils abound, there ſhould be ſo ſtrange a 
ſtupidity on my ſpirit, that I could not mourn for 
the diſhonour done to God. I cried for a ſpirit of 
ſupplication and repentance. 

8. April 17, 1705. I was much diforded in body; 

but 
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but about ſeven at night, I was a little relieved, 
Yet bowing my knees to prayer, I was full of per- 
plexity ; the Lord hid himſelf, and my ſpirit was 
overwhelmed; but meeting with that ſcripture, 
Hawing therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the 
holieft, by the blood of Feſus, by a new and living way 
which he hath conſecrated for us, through the weil, that 
is to ſay, his eb; I found my mind compoſed. 
But O that it were with me, as in months paſt ! 

9. Feb. 24, 1706. Being the Lord's day, I was 
fore ſhaken in the morning about the truths of God, 
but came to peace as to what I was to preach, in 
three things. Lord, thou haſt fully ſatisfied me,” 
that 1. All other courſes to ſatisfaction in our great 
concern, beſides that of the goſpel, are utterly vain 
and unſatisfactory. 2. That, ſuppoſing the truth 
of the goſpel, there is a plenary ſecurity, as to all I 
can deſire in time or in eternity. And 3. That it 
can be only the wretched unbelief of my heart, that 
makes me ever heſitate concerning the truth of it, 
ſceing I have full evidence for it, far beyond what 
in other things would abſolutely cut off all hefita- 
tion. I will look then for faith to the author of it : 
Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief! Thou 
haſt ſo fixed me in the belief of theſe three truths, 
that no temptation hath been able to ſhake me. 

10. In the ſpring 1707, ſome of the followers of 
Mrs. Bourignon coming into his pariſh, he labour- 
ed to guard his people againſt the infection of their 
ſpecious errors. A ſhort account whereof he gives 
in the following words, 

April 20, 1707,- This day the Lord directed me 
to ſtrike at the rol of the prevailing deluſion, in op- 
poſition to which I taught, 

Fir, That true holineſs will not admit of leaving 
out ſome duties, whereas theſe devotees, while they 
withdraw from the world, omit the unqueſtionable 
duties both of general uſefulneſs among men, and 
of diligence in their particular callings. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, That holineſs conſiſts not in a ſtrict ob- 
fervation of Rules of our own invention, fuch as 
moſt of theirs are. 


Thirdly, That whatever holineſs thoſe profeſs, 
who neglect the ordinances of God, none can reaſon- 
ably conclude, that they are in any thing iufluenced 
by the authority of the Lord Jeſus, for the fame 
authority binds to the one as well as the other, 


Lafily, That the moſt effectual inducement to uni- 
verſal obedience, is a ſenſe that our fins are forgiven 
us, {till kept freſh upon our ſouls, and a conſtant 
improvement ot the blood of Chriſt by faith. 


11. Jan. 11, 1708. In the morning ] aroſe great- 
ly indiſpoſed with a looſeneſs. Before church I was 
ſomewhat relieved, but immediately after ſermon, 
feized with vomiting.” Lord, lead me to ſome: 
ſuitable improvement ! 

Jan. 12. Was a day I fet apart for examining 
the ſtate of my ſoul; chiefly on theſe heads. 1. Are 
daily ſins, and fins of infirmity, ſearched, obſerved, 
weighed, mourned for? And do I exerciſe faith 
diſtinctly, in order to the pardon of them? 2, Does 
the impreſſion of the neceſſity and excellency of 
Chriſt's blood decay? Are the experiences of it's 
uſe and efficacy diſtinct as before? 3. Am I formal 
in worſhip? In ſecret, family, public prayer? De- 
firing bleſſing on meat, returning thanks? Medita- 
tion and reading? 4. Is there due concern for the 
flock ? Singleneſs and diligence in miniſterial du- 
ties, prayers for them? &c. ;. 1 there ſympathy 
with afflicted ſaints and churches ? 6. Is the voice 
of the rod heard, calling to deniedneſs to relations, 
even the deareſt? Deniedneſs to the world, to life ? 
Preparation tor death ? Spirituality in duty ? 

12. October 12, 1709. Being ſeized with 2-vio- 
lent flux and griping, yet God kept me ſubmiſſive, 
without repining; and brought me to commit the 
diſpoſal of all to him, crying for a removal of any 

averſion 
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averſion to his will. And as to my miniſtry, tho? 
I telt much remorſe for the want of wreſtling with 
God, for the ſucceſs of his word among the people, 
yet it was refreſhing that I durſt ſay in the fight of 
God, that I was really concerned to know the truth ; 
that I kept back none which might be profitable for 
them; that I preached what TI reſolved to venture 
my ſoul on, and that I deſired to preach home to 
their conſciences. | 
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Of his marriage, and conduct in his family, 

to W HEN God convinced me, that it was not 

meet I ſhould be alone, he alſo clearly 
convinced me, that a prudent wife is from the Lord. — 
J looked therefore and cried to, and waited on him 
for direction, with that eminent freedom and pre- 
paration of heart which gave a fixed hope he would 
incline his ear, and bleſs me in my choice. 

2. The command, Be not unequally yoked with un- 
believers, was ſo ſtrongly impreſt on my ſoul, that 
no proſpect of outward advantage could have ſwayed 
me to chuſe one void of the fear of God. But 
whether to chuſe on the teſtimony of others, or 
trom perſonal acquaintance, I could not eafily de- 
termine. 

3. At laſt inclining to think a perſonal acquain- 
tance neceſſary, I pitched on one who appeared 
ſuitable to me ; and who falling at that time under 
ſome unuſual concern about religion, which ſhe 
imparted to me, it looked like a providential clear- 
ing of the way; on which I too haſtily proceeded 
in the propoſal; yet I never durit pray abſolutely 
tor ſucceſs, but had great freedom in praying that 
God would direct; and that if it were not for my 
good, wy way might be hedged in, and my deſign 

| effectually 
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effectually diſappointed, Meanwhile ſhe carried 


on an intrigue with another, to whom ſhe was ſoon 
after clandeſtinely married, 

4. Another marriage was propoſed to me ſome 
time after. In the beginning of this affair, March 
I 700, I was confident to meet with a diſappointment; 
whereon I reſolved to quit it, and did ſo for ſome 
time. But God, by one means or other, broke all 
my deſigns of turning away. He viſibly interpoſed 
his providence, gave me freſh opportunities, directed 
me to means I had never before thought of, and re- 
conciled thoſe to it, from whom I expected the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition. 

5. Yet after I had the greateſt encouragement to 
proceed, I met with diſcouragements again, This 
was followed by new encouragement when I leaſt 
expected it: and by this variety of ſucceſs, I was 
kept low as to my thoughts of myſelf, and wholly 
dependent on God for the event. 

6. Dec. 13. This forenoon I ſet apart for prayer: 
and being to addreſs God with regard to my propoſal 
of marriage, I began the work with an enquiry into 
my own ſtate, Upon this enquiry, I found, 

1//, With reſpe& to God Ts under a full con- 
viction, that life was in his favour, nay that his lowing 
kindneſs is better than life itſelf, That any intereſt in his 
favour is utterly impoſſible without reſpect had to 
a mediator ; God being holy, I unholy ; God a con- 
ſuming fire, I a finner meet to be conſumed : that 
God out of mere love has been pleaſed to ſend into 
the world Jeſus Chriſt, as the mediator through 
whom finners might regain his favour. 

2dly, With reſpect to Chriſt, nothing has been 
able (fince it was firft given me) to ſhake my full 
conviction of the following particulars : that Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſuch” a Saviour as it became the goodneſs, 
juſtice, wiſdom, and power of God to provide; and 
ſuch as became the defires and needs of ſinners, as 
being ſufficient 7 /ave all that come to God through 2 
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aud that to the uttermaſt, his blood being able to cleanſ⸗ 
from all fin, his power to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 
and his Spirit to lead into all truth : that I need him 
in all his offices; there being no time when I durſt 
once think of parting them: God knows that my 
heart 1s as much reconciled to his kingly as to his 


prieſtly office, and that it would forever damp me, 


had he not a power to captivate every thought to the 
obedience of himſelf ; that all my hope of freedom 
from that darkneſs which is my burden, is from 
Chriſt's prophetical office; and my hope of freedom 
from the guilt and power of fin, ariſes from his 
prieſtly and kingly offices. In one word, I have no 
hope of any mercy in time or eternity, but through 
him. It is through him I expect all, from the leaſt 
drop of water to the immenſe riches of his glory, 

34ly, With reſpect to his law, notwithſtanding my 
frequent breaches of it, I dare take God to witneſs, 
that I count all his commandments concerning all 
things, to be holy, and juſt, and good; inſomuch 
that I would not defire any alteration in any, and 
leaſt of all in thoſe which moſt croſs my inclinations : 
that I defire inward, univerſal conformity to them all, 
and that in the ſpiritual meaning and extent, as 
reaching all thoughts, words and actions, and even 
the minuteſt circumſtances of them. Laſtly, That 
ſince the commencement of this affair particularly, 
I have ſeen a peculiar beauty in the law, as exem- 
plified in the life of our Lord : more eſpecially in 
his abſolute ſubmiſſion to the divine will, even in 
thoſe things which were moſt contrary to his inno- 
cent nature. And though I could ſcarce reach this 
ſubmiſſion at ſome times, yet I earneſtly defired it, 
I looked upon it as exceedingly amiable, and con- 
demned myſelf fo far as I came ſhort of it. 

7. As to the whole, my ſpirit was in a calm and 
compoſed frame: but contrary to my poſitive reſo- 
lution, and under fears of a refuſal, I was carried 
out to be more peremptory than uſual as to the 

ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs, Yea, now, when I was in the moſt ſubmiſ- 
five frame, I was more peremptory as to the event, 
than when my heart was moſt eagerly ſet upon it. 

8. Jan. 17, 1701. Was a day ſet apart by us both, 
to be kept with faſting and prayer, for obtaining a 
blefling on our marriage. I began it with prayer, 
wherein I endeavoured to trace back ſin to my very 
infancy. Lord I have been in all fin; Not one of 
thy commands but I have broken in almoſt all in- 
ſtances; fave in the outward acts, and from them, 
O Lord, only thy free grace reſtrained me. 

I now again ſolemnly devoted myſelf to him, in 
this new relation I was to enter upon; beſeeching 
that he would not contend with either of us, for 
the fins of our fingle life; that he would make us 
holy, and bleſs us in this new ſtate, fitting us every 
way for one another. In my ſecond addreſs to God 
by prayer, he gave me much ſweetneſs and enlarge- 
ment (bleſſed be his goodneſs) in reference to that 
particular, for which I ſer apart this day. When 
he prepareth our hearts to pray, his ear hearkeneth 
thereto. | 

This day I again ſearched into my ſtate, and found 
theſe evidences of the Lord's work in my ſoul: 1. 
He hath given me by his Spirit ſome diſcovery of 
the innumerable fins of every period of my life, 
and eſpecially of the root of all, the inexpreſſible 
corruption of my nature: 2, He has diſcovered to 
me the vanity of all thoſe reliefs nature leads to, 


with regard to the guilt of fin ; he hath made me ſee, 


that my own works cannot ſave me, and I hope, 
taken me off from reſting upon them; for under 
trouble, occaſioned by fin, nothing but Chriſt could 
quiet me: the view of my own works only increaſed 
it. And God, when he aſſiſted me moſt therein, ſo 
guarded me againſt this, that he then always open- 
ed my eyes to ſee a world of fin in them; inſomuch 
that I have as earneſtly defired to be ſaved from my 
beſt duties, as ever I did from my worſt fins: and 
whenever my heart inclined to lay ſome my on 

utes 


TOON 


d 


e 1 


(. 983 

duties ſpiritually performed, God ſtirred up in my 
ſoul a holy jealouſy over my heart in this particular, 
3. As to the power of fin, he hath brought me to an 
utter deſpair of relief from my own prayers, vows, 
or reſolutions. 4. He hath been pleaſed to deter- 
mine me to chuſe the goſpel way of ſalvation, by 
reſting on Chriſt for righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redemption, as a way full of admirable mercy 
and wiſdom ; a way of great peace and ſecurity to 
ſinners, and beſt ſuited to give glory to God. Upon 
theſe grounds I conclude, that the Lord hath 
wrought faith in me, and will compleat my ſalvati- 
on; and becauſe he hath determined me to chuſe 
him, therefore I dare call him my God, my Savi- 
our, my ſanctifier. 

On January 23, 1701. he was accordingly mar- 
ried at Edingburgh, to Janet Watſon, daughter to 


Mr. David Watſon of St. Andrews. By her he had 


nine children, three ſons and fix daughters, of 
whom one ſon and five daughters ſurvived him. 

8, In March 1705, his then youngeſt child fell 
into a languiſhing illneſs; concerning whom he 
writes thus: “April 11, my child died: bleſſed be 
“ God, I have had a child to give at his call; and 
«© bleſſed be the Lord, that he helped me to give 
“her willingly.” 

In March 1712, his ſon George fell ill: I had 
often, ſays he, given all my children up to God, 
and now it pleaſed him to try me in the tendereſt 
point, whether I would ſtand to my refignation, I 
could not find freedom in aſking for his lite, but 
much in crying for mercy for him. Yet I cannot 
ſay but the burden was great upon me, till commun- 
ing with a friend about the ſtate of the church and 
religion, concern for God's intereſt got the aſcen- 
dant over that for my own, and from that time I 
found comfort : And the nearer he was to his end, 
the more looſed I was from him, and the more 
cheartul was my reſignation : ſo that before his 

death, 
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ceath, prayers were almoſt made up of praiſes, and 
he was ſet off with thankſgiving. 
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H A. H. 
Of bis removal to St. Andrews. 


6. HE place of profeſſor of divinity in the uni- 

verſity of St. Andrews being vacant in De- 
cember 1702, her majeſty's patent was procured for 
him: upon which he made the following reflection: 
„This ſeems to be of the Lord, for it was without 
& ſo much as a thought in me; yet were all obſtruc- 
& tions removed, all attempts for others croſſed, 
« and my ſpirit ſo held that I durſt not oppoſe it, 
« but was obliged to ſubmit to the defires of thoſe 
% who were the moſt competent judges,” 

2. Accordingly, April 26, 1710, he was by the 
principal of the college admitted into his proteſſor- 
ſhip. But he enjoyed little health in that office: for 
in the beginning of April 1711, he was ſuddenly 
ſeized with a violent pleuriſy, which obliged his 
phyficians to take from him a great quantity of blood ; 
and although he was relieved from the diſeaſe, he 
never recovered his ſtrength, by reaſon of the indil- 
poſition of his ſtomach, and frequent vomitings, 
Hereupon enſued, in the following winter, a cold- 
neſs, ſwelling and ſtiffneſs in his legs, with frequent 
and very painful cramps. But beſides his bodily ill- 
neſs, the grievances of the church did not a little 
add to his trouble: eſpecially the impoling the oath 
of abjuration upon miniſters, which he feared might 
have fatal effects, from the difference of their ſenti— 
ments concerning the lawtulneſs of it. His advice 
upon it was, that after all due information, every one 
ſhould act according to the light he had. But what 

he 
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he moſt of all inculcated was, that their differing 
about the meaning of an expreſſion therein, gave no 
juſt ground for any alienation of affection, much leſs 
tor ſeparation, either amongſt miniſters or people, 
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Of his Death. 
1. N Wedneſday, Sept. 17, (and ſome days pre- 


ceeding) he was under great trouble of mind; 
and a friend aſking him that morning, How he had 
reſted in the night? He anſwered, Not well. I 
have been this night ſore toſſed with thoughts of 
„ eternity, I have been thinking on the Terribilia 
4% Dei“, and all that is difficult in death to a Chriſ- 
6 tian, All my enemies have been round about me. 
„I had a great conflict, and faith was like to fail. 
© O that I may be kept now in this laſt trial, from 
«© being an offence to his people!“ 

In the afternoon when ſome of his brethren viſit- 
ed him, he ſaid, ** T am but young and of little ex- 
% perience, but this death-bed now makes me old; 
& therefore I uſe the freedom to exhort you to faith- 
& fulneſs in the Lord's work. You will never re- 
& pent this. He is a good maſter. I have always 
& found him fo. If I had a thouſand lives, I ſhould 
& think all too little to be employed in his ſervice.” 

2. Thurſday, Sep. 18, being aſked in the morning, 
how he was? He ſaid, O what a terrible conflict 
& had I yeſterday! But now I may ſay, I have fought 
ce the good fight, I have kept the faith. Now he 
& hath put a new ſong in my mouth. Praiſe, praiſe 
„ is comely for the upright. Shortly I ſhall have 
& another ſight of God than ever I had, and be more 
& fit to praiſe him than ever. O the thoughts of an 
« incarnate God are ſweet and raviſhing! And O 

© how 
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Mt how do I wonder at myſelf, that T do not love 
„% him more! that I do not admire him more! O 
« that I could honour him! What a wonder I en- 
6 Joy ſuch compoſure under theſe pains, and in view 
© of approaching death! O what a mercy, that I 
% have the uſe of my reaſon, till I have declared 
« his goodneſs to me !” 

To his wife he faid, He came to me in the 
« third watch of the night, walking upon the wa- 
„ters, and he ſaid to me, I am Alpha and Omega, 
«« the beginning and the end; I was dead, and am 
„alive, and live for ever more, and have the keys 
* of death and hell. He tilled the tempeſt of my 
„ ſoul, and there is a ſweet calm.“ 

When deſired to be tender of his health, he ſaid, 
© I'll ſtrive to laſt as long as I can, I have no more 
% to do with my time, but ro*zepe it out for the glory 
„ of God.“ Then he ſaid, ©* I ſhall ſee my Re- 
„ deemer ſtand on the earth at the laſt day. But 
« before then I ſhall ſee the Lamb in the midſt of 
„ the throne. O it will be a glorious company, 
« the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and Jeſus 
„ the Mediator of the new covenant! O for grace! 
Grace to be patient to the end!” 

Then he deſited a miniſter to pray. 

Atter prayer he called for a little water to waſh 
his eyes, and ſaid, 1 hope to get them waſhed 
„ ſhortly, and made like doves eyes, and then fare- 
« wel fin, farewel ſorrow!“ 

Then taking ſome refreſhment he ſaid, ** T get 
« ſleep from him, and food from him; and I ſhall 
« get himſelf, My fleſh and my heart faileth; bur 
„God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
6 for ever.” 

Seeing his youngeſt child, he ſaid to her, ** Mady, 

« my dear, the Lord bleſs you; the God of your 
% father, and my father, bleſs you; the God that 
« fed me all my lie, the angel that redeemed me 
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ve & from all evil, bleſs you, and the reſt, and be your 
0 “ portion; that is a good heritage, better than if I 
1 « had crowns and ſcepters to leave you. My child, | 
w I received you from him, and I give you to him | 
I „ again,” 
d To his wife he ſaid, ** My dear, encourage your- 

„ ſelf in the Lord: he will keep you, though you 
e © even fall into enemies, hands.” And then, de- 
- claring his willingneſs to part with his deareſt rela- 


, tions, he ſaid, ** This is the practice of religion, to 

1 © make uſe of it when we come to the pinch ; this 

g & is a leſſon of practical divinity,” 

7 When the phyſician came, he faid, “ Doctor, 
&« as to this piece of work, you are near at an end 


i & of it. God be with you, and perſuade you to be 
i « in earneſt: I return you thanks for your dili- 
« gence, Is my pulſe low? I am well pleaſed it is. 

40 f would have been content to have been away 


& long e' re now : a few more ſtrokes, and victory, 1 
« victory for ever, through the captain of our fal- 
« vation! 

«© Now get acquaintance with God, The little 
% acquaintance I have had with God within theſe 
© two days, has been better than ten thouſand times 
e the pains I have beenat all my lite about religion. 
© It is good to have him to go to, when we are turn- 
c ing our face to the wall. He is known in Sion for 
& a ſure refuge, a very preſent help in trouble. | | 

« What a 4 ge hardneſs is in the hearts of men? 

« But whether they will hear, or whether they will 
« forbear, it is our duty to ſpeak ; and when we are 
« dead and gone, what we ſpoke in the name of 
©. the Lord, may take hold of them.” 
To his eldeſt child he faid, © Ah Margaret, you 
© ſeem ſometimes to have convictions from God. 
ce Beware of them; they are the moit dangerous 
4 things you ever meddled with. Each of them is 
God's meſſenger; and if you deſpiſe the meflen= + 
ger of God, he will 15 avenged of you.“ - "nM 
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To a miniſter who came in he ſaid, “ I am waiting 
& for the ſalvation of God.” He anſwered, It the 
„Lord would ſpare you, it would be mercy to this 
& place.” He replied, *+* What can a poor wretch 
* ſignify ? I could do nothing: I ſignify nothing, 
« But, I'Il tell you, brother, what I have thought of 
« long; I fear, from the taking off of the ſervanss of 
«© God at this time, that there is like to be a general 
«© overflowing conſumption, running over not only 
« this, but all the reformed churches.” 
To the apothecary he ſaid, ** Study religion in 
„% youth: when you come to be as I am, you will 
„ find no comtort without it. I give you this as a 
s folemn warning from God, if you come to be har- 
„ dened by the frequent fight of men in my ſtate, 
« you may come to be hardened for ever.” 
To three miniſters he ſaid, ** My dear brethren, it 
*« is purely from a ſincere love to you, that I preſume 
* to ſay, when God helped me to diligence in ſtudy- 
& ing and meditating, I found him then remarkably 
«« ſhining upon me. There is nothing to be had with 
« aflack hand. You are in an evil day. However 
« be faithful, and God will ſtrengthen you for his 
„on work, if you are faithful therein. Y ou cannot, 
e *tis true, bring all perſons to the Lord; but you 
* may make their conſciences, will they, nill they, 
«© ſpeak for the Lord. 
LI repent, continued he, I did not do more for 
& him; but I have peace in it; what J did, I did in 
% ſincerity : he accepts of the mite. It was the de- 
light of my heart to preach the goſpel, and it 
% made me ſometimes neglect a frail body. I defir- 
«© ed to decreaſe, that the bridegroom might increaſe, 
* and to be nothing, that he might be all. And I 
© rejoice in his highneſs. 
„ Brethren, this is encouragement to you to 
© and go farther. Alas! I have gone no length; but 
& would fain have gone farther : the hand of the dili- 
* gentmaketh rich, Much ſtudy, much prayer, temp- 
; 6 tations 


6 
stations alſo, and diſtinct.deliverances from temp- 
„ rations, are uſeful helps. I was fond enough of 
„ books ; but I muſt ſay, what God let me ſee of my 
„ill heart, was of more ule than all my books.” 
One ſaid This is to believe and therefore to ſpeak.” 
He replied, ** The Lord help me to honour him. 1 
«© delire no more. O that I had the tongues of men 
and angels to praiſe him! I hope ſhortly, to get 
** will to anſwer my duty, and ability to anſwer my 
„ will. O to be helped fo, and to fear always! How 
* ſoon ſhould I fall, if he withdrew! But do not 
„ ſtumble, Sirs, though I ſhould be ſhaken. The 
© foundation ſtandeth ſure,” *' 

When adviſed to be quiet a little, he ſaid, © How 
© ſhould a man beſtow his laſt breath, but in com- 
© mending the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God cloathed in 
* our nature dying for our fins!” And when again 
preſt to be tender of his body, he ſaid, O but 
„ my heart is full!” And then deſiring a miniiter 
to pray for him, he faid, ** Pray that God may have 
% pity on a weak thing, that is not able to bear 
© much in the conflict!“ 

To two other miniſters he ſaid, “ Above all ſcan 
© your own hearts, and make uſe of what diſcove- 
„ ries you get there, to enable you to dive into 
4 conſciences, to awaken hypocrites, and to ſeparate 
c the precious from the vile; and to do it with that 
* accuracy and caution, as not to make fad the 
* hearts which God hath made glad! 

„% With reſpect to the difference which this oath 
& js like to make among miniſters, with the great- 
<« eſt earneſtneſs I ſay, whenever it begins, remem- 
ber difference is a hot thing; there muſt be con- 
« deſcenſion, tenderneſs, and forbearance. We 
„ muſt not fly at the ball. Whatever apprehen- 
© fions I have of ſome miniſters not acting conſci- 
„ entiouſly, and preaching in ſuch a way as may 
* do hurt; yet I would ſpeak tenderly, and act ten- 
& derly toward them. Let there be much of the 
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« forbearance and meekneſs that is in Jeſus, Fol- 
„% low peace; peace is worth much: wound not our 
4 church among her enemies. The deadly evil, 
« which I fear will ruin all, is coldneſs and indifte:- 
„ ency. Many ſeem to try, how far they may go 
« without being loſt ; but the chriſtian's rule is to 
« ſtand at a diſtance.“ 

To him who had ſucceeded him in the pariſh of 
Ceres, he ſaid, That people were my choice, to 
« whom with much peace and pleaſure I preached, 
©« as I could, though not as I ſhould, the goſpel of 
« Chriſt. Though I own, that in all things I have 
* finned exceedingly before the Lord, yet have 
% peace, in that with much concern I aimed at 
% leading them to the Lord Jeſus, Tell them, that 
« [die rejoicing in the faith and profeſſion of what 
« Toften preached to them under a low ſtate of 
«« body, Tell them, that the goſpel I preached to 
«© them, if they receive it not, will be a witneſs 
« againit them. We are, like our maſter, ſet out 
« for the fall and riſing again of many. And if 
% we can do no more, yet if we be faithful, they 
„ ſhall know, that a prophet hath been among 
« them.” | 

In the night-time he ſaid, ©** This growing weak- 
« neſs of my eyes is a ſign of a change approaching. 
„If he ſhut my eyes, he will open my eyes; eyes 
© no more to behold vanity, But I ſhall behold 
« him in righteouſneſs, and when I awake, I ſhall 
« be ſatisfied with his likeneſs.” 

Afterwards he ſaid, „If this be the laſt day of 
% my conflict, I would humbly defire of the Lord, 
„ that he would condeſceud to be tender to one that 
4% loves his appearing : that as he has dealt wonder- 
« fully with me hitherto, ſo he may deal tenderly 
«© with me even to the end, in loſing the pins of 
«© my tabernacle, and helping me to honour him 
« by a compoſed reſignation of myſelf into his 
„ hands.” : | 

Finding ſome ſweat on his face, he ſaid, ** I fan- 
& cy a greater change is near, I can compoſe my- 
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* ſelf, I bleſs his name. I know not how it comes 
*6 to paſs, that one, who has met with fo much of 
* God, ſhould be ſo unthankful as to doubt him in 
* the leaſt! O what an evil heart of unhelief have 
! O that I ſhould yet have ſuch an enemy in 
„ my boſom !” 

When one faid, Sir, I think you have need of 
© reſt;** he anſwered, ** I have no need of reſt, 
were it not to put me in caſe, to finiſh my courſe 
„with joy. Lo, here is the power of Chriſt's 
death, and the efficacy of his reſurrection! I find 
{© the advantage of one at the right hand of God, 
* whois able to ſave to the uttermoſt ! That is 
„the ſight I long for: he will but ſhut my eyes, 
* and open them in glory. To have my foul en- 
« tirely ſubmiſſive to him in all things, that is my 
© deſire. And fo it will be ſhortly, then never 
«© will there be a reluctant thought, never one more 
“ eſtranged thought from God!“ 

To one, who aſked it he was not faint, he an- 
fwered, ** Iam not faint; I am retreſhed as with 
© wine, O there is a ſweet calm in my ſoul. My 
© defires are towards him, and the remembrance 
* of his name. Remember him! Why ſhould not 
© I remember him, that remembered me in my low 
condition? He paſſed by, and ſaid, Live! And 
© when he ſays, he gives life.“ 

He then deſired to have read the former part of 
the firſt chapter of the ſecond epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians. And after the qth and 10th verſes were 
read, Ne had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that 
wwe ſhould not truſt iu ourſelves, but in God which ralſ- 
eth the dead : who delivered us from ſo great a death, 
and doth deliver, in whom ave truft, that he qvill yet 
deliver us; he ſaid, ** Now there it is all. God 
& hath delivered me, and TI truſt that he wil! de- 
{© liver me, and bruiſe Satan ſhortly under my feet, 
6% and I ſhall get the victory over the cunning world, 
& and the deceitful heart. Many a weary day have 
« I had with my unbelief! If I had had faith to 
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© believe things not ſeen, to believe that my hap- 
„ pineſs lay not in things temporal, but eternal: if 
« had had faith's abiding impreſſion realizing 
& theſe things, I ſhould not have known how to 
e abide out of heaven a moment,” 

When he was deſired to fleep, he anſwered, 
„ 'Thoſe I am going to ſleep not day or night, but 
* cry, Holy, Holy, Holy! They that wait on the 
„Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, and mount up 
« with wings as of an eagle. I cannot get m 
« heart in a right tune, as I would have it; but it 
© will be fo in a ſhort time.” After he had lain 
{till a little, one ſaid, ** You have not ſlept.” He 
anſwered, ** No; I had much work; but bleſſed 
„be God pleaſant work.“ 

Afterwards, when his wife aſked how he was, he 
ſaid, ** My dear, I am longing for the ſalvation of 
« God, and haſtening to it.” Then ſeeing her 
very ſad, he ſaid, ** My dear, encourage yourſelf; 
here is a body going to clay, and a ſoul going to 
«© heaven, where I hope you are to come.” 

3. Friday, Sept. 19. About five in the morning, 
when he was deſired to try if he could fleep, he an- 
ſwered, No, no; ſhould I lie here altogether uſe- 
„ leſs? Should not I ſpend the laſt of my ſtrength, 
% to ſhew forth his glory?” He then held up bis 
hands, which were much ſwelled, and ſaid, Lame 
* hands, and lame feet! But ſee a lame man 
« leaping and rejoicing.” 

Feeling ſome pain, he ſaid, ** This is one of the 
% fore-runners of the change, the great change. 
« O when ſhall I be admitted to ſee the glory of the 
higher houſe? Inſtead of that clouded night of 
5 a created ſun, to ſee that clear and perfect glory.” 

After ſome time's filence, he took leave of his 
wite and children, ſaluting and ſpeaking to them 
all, one by one, Then he ſaid, A kind and affec- 
„ tionate wife you have been to me. The Lord 
„ bleſs you, and he ſhall bleſs you.” To a mini- 
ſter, that came in, he ſaid, Brother, I am upon a 
66 piece 
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& piece of trying work, I am parting with m 
& wife and children, I am reſolved, I blefs his 
„% name; though I have had one of the beſt of 
« wives, yet ſhe is no more mine, but the Lord's.“ 

Then to his ſon he ſaid, ** God bleſs the lad, 
% and let my name be named upon him. But O, 
« whatis my name! Let the name of the Lord 
„% be named upon him. Tell the generation fol- 
% lowing, how good God is, and hand down this 
« teſtimony.” 

After that he ſpoke to his ſervants, and ſaid, 

& My dear friends, make religion your bufinets. 
«© I charge you all, beware ot graceleſs maiters 
„% ſeek to be with them that fear the Lord.” 
Then he ſaid, Here is a demonſtration of the 
reality of religion ; that I a poor, weak, timorous 
«© man, once as much afraid of death as any; I 
„ that have been many years under the terrors of 
& death, come now, in the mercy of God, and by 
„ the power of his grace, compoſedly and with joy 
4 to look death in the face. I have ſeen it in it's 
« paleneſs, and in all it's circumſtances of horror. 
« I dare look it in the face in it's moſt ghaſtly 
& ſhape, and hope within a while to have the 
„ victory.“ 

He then ſaid to ſome miniſters, My brethren, I 
„ have been giving up my wife nnd children to 
„% God, Iam upon the wing for eternity; bur 
& glory to God, I know in whom I have believed.“ 

Then he ſaid, Dear brethren, will you ſpeak a 
& word to one that longs to hear of him? O I love 
% to hear the goſpel, I love to preach; it is a joy» 
& ful ſound, a ſweet found, I love to hear of his 
«© name, His name is as ointment poured forth. 
% I love to hve preaching Chriſt; and I love to 
„ die preaching Chriſt.“ 

After that he ſaid, ** Brethren, I take this oppor- 
& tunity to acknowledge your tenderneſs to me, who 
« am moſt unworthy of it in many reſpects. I can 
4% fay, I defired to hve in love with you, and bleis 
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13 
« God there was harmony among us. The Lord 
« bleſs you, and your labours; the Lord himſelf 
„multiply bleſſings on you and your families, and 
« ſupport you againſt all diſcouragements.” Then 
to one of them he ſaid, ** My dear friend, ſhew 
* kindneſs to my dear wife and children, I recom- 
mend her to your care; ſhe has been the friend 
„of my boſom, the wife of my youth, a faithful 
« friend.“ Afterward he ſaid, Let patience have 
« it's perfect work, My ſoul longs more than they 
e that wait for the morning. Lord Jeſus make haſte, 
„until the day break, and the ſhadows flee away.” 

4. After this, at his defire, a paper was read over, 
which he had dictated ſome days before. This he 
owned before ſeveral witneſſes, and deſired them to 
atteſt it, The tenor whereof follows. 

Having before ſo diſpoſed of my worldly concerns, 
as I judged expedient for my family ; I thought my 
ſelt bound, moreover by this latter will, to declare 
my ſentiments as to religion; being through the 
mercy of God, in the full and compoſed exerciſe of 
my reaſon, although very weak in body. 

Firſt, then, I acknowledge, I came into the world 
a defiled branch of apoſtate Adam, under the guilt of 
his fin, and tainted with the pollution of fin derived 
trom him ; having a heart full of alienation trom, and 
enmity againſt God: in a word, a child of wrath, 
an heir of hell. And long did I follow the bent of 
this corrupt nature, going on from ill to worſe : in-. 
deed I had ruined myſelf, and could do nothing for 
my own recovery; and mult have been everlaſting- 
ly loſt, if God in tender mercy had not looked upon 
me, 

I muſt, on the other hand, bleſs God, who caft 
my lot in a land where the goſpel of Chriſt is re- 
vealed; who ſo ordered it, that I was born of relr- 
gious parents, and by them was ſeriouſly devoted 
to him, And whereas I early ſubjected myſelf to 
other lords, I adore, God that by his word and his 
Spirit he ceaſed not to ſtrive with me, until in 2 

* 
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day of his power he made me chearfully return to 
the God of my fathers. 

[ bleſs God, that when J ſtood trembling under 
the terrors of his law, he ſeafonably ſnatched me. 
from deſpair, by diſcovering the bleſſed way of fal- 
vation for ſelt-deſtroyed ſinners through a dying Sa- 
viour. *Tis he alone who muſt anſwer for me. 
Without him I am undone. On him, the efficacy of 
his ſufferings, the power of his reſurrection, and of 
his whole mediation, as revealed in the goſpel, do 
I build all my hope. 

I bleſs God that he ever honoured ſuch a ſinful, 
unworthy worm, to preach the glorious goſpel of 
his Son, I confeſs I have but ill managed this glo- 
rious truſt, but have been a finner in all I did ex- 
ceedingly, Yet fo far as I know my own heart, it 
was the life of my lite to preach Chriſt erucified; 
nor durit I deal coldly and indifferently in a matter 
wherein I knew depended both my own and my 
hearers* ſalvation. And I mutt bear teitimony to 
my maſter, that he never bid me go any part of my 
warfare upon my own charges. If I was ſtraiten— 
ed, it was in n own bowels; but when I freely gave, 
when I had freely received, I never wanted iced. 
for ſowing, and bread for the cater, nor (I hope) 
a bleiling, 

I defire to join my inſignificant teſtimony to: that 
of the glorious cloud of witneſſes, that /e goſpel 7s 
the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that belle 
eth; that the way of holineſs is the way of pleaſant- 
neſs and peace, and the ordinances of the goſpel, are 
the effectual means of communion and fellowſhip 
with the Father and the Son. 

Indeed all in God's way, and in his word, is glo- 
rious, honourable, and:like himſelf: he needs none 
of our teſtimonies; but it is the leaſt we can do to 
celebrate his praiſes. I therefore being in ſome 
ſenſe obliged, take this folemn occaſion, before all 


the world, to acknowledge theſe among many other 
Ds obligations; 
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(79. 
obligations I have received from him. And to be- 
queath, as my laſt legacy to my family, this pious 
advice, to chuſe the Lord for their God: for he 
hath been my father's God, the God both of my 
wife's predeceſſors and mine. We hope he hath 
been our God. And I recommend him to m 
children, ſolemnly charging them, as they will an- 
ſwer it at the laſt day, to make it their firſt care, to 
ſeek peace with God, and reconciliation through 
Chriſt crucified; and being reconciled to make it 
their perpetual ſtudy to pleaſe him in all things. 
It is my repeated charge to you all, follow God; fol- 
low him early, follow him fully. I have oft devoted 
you, as I could, to God; and there is nothing 1 
have ſo much at heart as to have this ſtand, that ye 
may indeed be the Lord's. O that God himſelf may 
determine your render hearts to ſeek him early, and 
he will be a good portion, and ſee well to you. 

As for my body, I commit it to the duſt under the 
care of the keeper of Iſrael ; expecting and hoping, 
that that quickening Spirit, who is the Spirit of the 
head, and actuates all the members of his myſtical 
body, will, in due time, quicken my mortal body: 
and for my ſpirit, I commit it unto the Lord Jeſus, 
with whom J have intruſted it long ago: and I will 
end it with Stephen, crying, Lord Jeſus, receive my 
ſpirit. | h 


THO, HALIBURTON. 


5. Soon after he ſaid, “I confeſs God has been 
beating me in in a mortar this long time ; but he has 
been doing much work. My foul is even as a 
weaned child. I am looſed from all my enjoy ments. 
My heart is diſengaged even from my deareſt wife 
and children, but I have put them in a good hand.“ 

To a friend he ſaid, * There is a ſweet compo- 
ſure in the Lord, The beams of the houſe are ag 
goodly cedar, I am laying down my tabernacle 
to reſume it again, 'O for grace to be faithful unto 
| death. 


5 
death. After we have gone through many things, 
we have ſtill need to wait on God till the laſt, For 
he that endureth to the end, the ſame Hall be ſaved.” 

Then he ſaid to the phyſician, ** I fancy my feet 
are growing cold: yea, all the parts of this body are 
going to ruin. You may believe a man ſtepping into 
eternity. I am not aCting as a fool. I have weighed 
eternity this night, I have looked on death in every 
circumſtance that 1s terrible to nature. And under 
the view of all theſe, I found that in the way of 
God there is not only a rational ſatisfaction, but a 
power that engages and rejoices the heart. I have 
narrow thoughts: I am like to ie overwhelmed, and 
I know not where I am, when I think on what I am 
to be, and what Tam to ſce. I have long deſired 
and prayed for it.” 

Some time after he ſaid, “ O firs, I dread mighti- 
ly, that a rational ſort of religion 18 coming in among 
us, a religion thut confilts wholly in moral duties 
and ordinances, without % porter of godling/s, a way 


of ſerving God which is mere deiſm, having no icla- 


tion to Jeſus Chriſt and the Spirit of God.“ 
To a miniſter that came from Edinburgh he ſaid, 
© Come, and ſee your friend in the beſt caie youever 


ſaw him in, longing tor a deliverance, and balting 


to the coming of the day of God. I ſent for you, to 
encourage you to preach the goſpel in an i world, 
and to ſtand by Chriſt, who haih been ſo good to ine. 
This is the beſt pulpit that ever I was in, I am 
now laid on this bed tor this end, that I may com- 
mend my Lord.” 

6. Saturday, Sept. 20. In the morning when a 
miniſter aſked how he was, he anſwered, ** I am 
compoſed, waiting for him.“ He replied, “ You 
ſee how Kindly he deals with you: he gives you 
both heavenly exerciſe and heavenly enjoyments : 
he deals fo tenderly with you, thaty*>u have little 
more to do but to praiſe.” He anſ$-:red; ** I have 


reaſon to delire the help of all to prafiſe him, Blets. 
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the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me 
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magnify his holy name.” 


To ſome entering the room he ſaid, “ You are 
all very welcome. I am taking a little wine for 
refreſhment. In a while I ſhall have new wine in 
the kingdom of his glory, I dare ſcarce allow my 
thoughts to fix directly upon it. I muſt look aſide, 
leſt I be overwhelmed. But I muſt ſpeak of him 
who hath done wonderful things for me, and kept 
me in a perfect calm. Verily, light is ſown for the 
upright, and gladneſs for the true of heart. O when 
fhall I conceive aright of glory! I cannot order m 
ſpeech now, becauſe of darkneſs! I long to behold 
it, but I will wait till he comes, I have experi- 
enced much of his goodneſs ſince I lay on this bed. 
I have found that tribulation worketh experience, 
and experience patience, and patience hope. And 
I have found the love of God ſhed abroad in my 
{oul.” Then turning to his wife, he ſaid, “ My 
dear, encourage yourſelt in the hope, that, under 
the conduct of the ſame captain ot ſalvation, you 
will come hither alſo. Caſt yourſelf and your fa- 
mily upon the Lord. Encourage yourſelt; God 


liveth; Blefſed be my Redeemer, the rock of my 
talvation !” 


Then he ſaid, Who is like unto him? O what 
has he allowed me this night! I know now the 
meaning of that, „Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my 
name, ye ſhall receive it. The Lord hath even al- 
lowed me to be very minute in every circumſtance, 
Many a day have I feared how I ſhould get through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death; but now TI fear 
not, Bleſſed be God, who fince I laid down here 
hath carried on a work of ſanctification far in my 
ſoul, that makes me meet for heaven! Young as 
I am, Idieglgend ſatisfied with days. The child is 
going to die, xi hundred years old. I am like a 
ock of corn fully ripe, But O I have been un- 


der 
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der a bright ſun, in a day when the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs ſhone, and I have had glorious ſhowers,” 

After a little ſilence, he ſaid, ** 1 have flept, and 
am refreſhed. And now what ſhall I fay, 1 can 
fay no more to commend the Lord; not for want of 
matter, but of words, Well, Sirs, you'll meet 
with difficulties; but this may encourage you; you 
fee God own his ſervants, and ſhould not his ſer- 
vants own him, and deſpiſe what his enemies can 
do agaiuſt them ? God has kept my judgment 
for the beſt piece of work I ever had. O what of 
God do I fee! I never ſaw any thing like it. The 
beginning and end of religion are wonderful fweet.“ 
One ſaid, „God's dealings with you hath been very 
uncommon.” He anſwered, *+ Very uncommon 
indeed, if you knew all that I know. But therein 
is the excellency of his power ſeen, in that he mak- 
eth the weak ſtrong.“ 

A while after he ſaid to thoſe about him, “ O this 
is the moſt honourable pulpit I was ever in! I am 
preaching the fame Chriſt, the ſame holineſs, the 
fame happineſs I did before, I have much fatisfac- 
tion in that. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel I have 
preached, I was never aſhamed of it all my days, 
and I am not aſhamed of it at the laſt. Here am I 
a weak man, in the hands of the king of terrors, 
rejoicing in hope of the glory that ſhall be revealed ; 
and that by the death and reſurreftion of a deſpiſed 
Chriſt. When the beginning of this trouble was 
upon me, I aimed (as my ſtrength would allow) at 
that, /hewv me ſome token for good; and indeed, I think, 
God hath ſhewed me a token for good.“ 

Then perceiving his ſpirits faint, he ſaid, “ Come, 
Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit, fluttering within my 
breaſt like a bird to be out of the ſnare. When 
ſhall I hear him ſay, The winter is paſt; ariſe my 
love, and come away : come and take me by the 


hand, that I ſtumble not in the dark valley of 


death !” 
Then he defired a miniſter to pray; and after 
prayer 


\ 


( 82 ) 
prayer ſaid, „Lord, I wait for thy ſalvation, 1 
wait as the watchman watcheth for the morning, I 
am weary with delays! O why are his chariot- 
wheels ſo long a coming? I am ſick of love, I am 
taint with delay!“ 

Then he ſaid, „Draw the curtains about me, and 
let me ſee what he has a mind to do with me.” And 
after a while, „Whence is this to me? There's a 
ſtrange change within this half hour. Ah, I am 
like co be ſhipwrecked to health again, O what a 
fort of providence is this? I was in hopes to have 
been at my journey's end, and now I am detained 
by a croſs wind. I deſire to be patient under his 
hand; but he muſt open my heart to glority him. 
O pray for me; pray for me; that none who tear 
him may be aſhamed on my account,” 

To the apothecary he faid, „I thought to have 
been away, but I am come back again. I was glad 
to be gone; yet I am not wearied. He has not al- 
loweda freiting thought. My pain is great ; but I 
am enabled to bear it. OI am a monument, a mo- 
nument of the power of God. My great dehire has 
been theſe many years to ſuffer for the truth of our 
religion. And now God has given me the greateſt 
honour, to be a living witneſs to it. I am a monu— 
meat that we have rot followed cunningly deviſed. 
fables. I ſhall be at heaven ſhortly, by the word of 
my teſtimony, and the blood of the Lamb.” Then 
to a citizen he ſaid, ** There are but a few names in 
this place, that ſet their faces heavenward. But be 
you encouraged to go on: you have been a kind 
neighbour: the Lord bleſs you and your family.. 
They that are planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of our God. Here is an evi- 
dence of it. Laſt winter I thought I was going to 
be caſt out as a withered branch; and now the dead 
Hock that was cut has budded again, and grown a 
tall cedar in Lebanon,” 


: Then 


3 

Then he ſaid to the miniſters, ** I defire to hear 
the word read, the word preached. Many times 
when I thought on the worthies of old, I faid, I was 
born out of due time: but now I think I am born in 
due time; for I ſhall ſee Jeſus! Jeſus that delivers 
from the wrath to come. I ſhall ſee Elijah and Moſes, 
the great old teſtament prophets. I ſhall ſee the 
two great mediators, the type and the antitype. 
The three diſciples got a glorious, fight of Chriſt in 
his transfiguration, to confirm their taith againſt the 
objections of the unbelieving. Was he deſpiſed as 
a mere man, and his godhead difowned? Lo, here 
he appeats in divine majeſty aud glory? Did they 
ſay he was againſt the law ? Lo, here Moſes, by 
whom the law was given, adoring him. Did they 
ſay, he was not the Meſhah foretold by the pro- 
phets? Lo, here Elijah, the moſt zealous of them, 
owning and honouring him. Was he reproached 
as a deceiver ct the people? Lo, the voice from 
heaven ſaith, This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleaſed: hear ye him, Yet this fight was of 
ſhort continuance, But in heaven we ſhall have 
an abiding fight, We ſhall then behold his glory; 
and we ſhall be like unto him: for we ſhall ſee him 
as he 1s, 

O! I am ſull of matter! I know not where to be- 
gin or end. The Spirit of the Lord hath been mighty 
with me! O the book of God is a ſtrange book ! It 
is written within and without, I never ſtudied it 
to the half of what I ſhould: but now God hath 
given me much of it together. — Never was I more 
uneaſy in my life: and yet I was never more eaſy. 
All my bones are ready to break; my hand is a bur- 
den to me; and vet all is eaſy !” 

Then to his wife he ſaid, ** O my ſweet bird, 
are you there? I am no more yours; I am the Lord's. 
I remember on the day I took you by the hand, I 
thought on parting with you. But I knew not how 
to get my heart off of you again: yet now I have 


got 
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long. 
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got it done. Will you not give me to the Lord, 
my dear?“ 


Then ſeeing her very ſad, he ſaid, My dear, do 


not weep; you ſhould rather rejoice: rejoice with 
me, and let us exalt his name together. I ſhall be 
in the ſame family with you: but you muſt ſtay a 
little behind, and take care of God's children.” 


When awakened out of fleep, he ſaid, I am 


now hand in hand, grappling with my laſt enemy; 
and I find he is a conquerable enemy; yea, I am 
more than conqueror.” One ſaid, „ A itrange 
champion indeed!” He anſwered, ** I.! not I, but 
the grace of God that is in me. By the grace of 
God, I am what I am; and the God of peace hath 
bruiſed Satan under my feet. I have otten wonder- 
ed how the martyrs could clap their hands in the 
fire: I do not wonder at it now, I could clap my 
hands, though you held burning candles to them, 
and think it no hardſhip, though the flames were 
going about them. And yet, were the Lord with- 
drawn, I ſhould cry, and not be able to bear it, if 
you but touched my foot.“ 


Sunday, Sept. 21. About three in the morning, 


he ſaid, ** And is it the fabbath then? This is the 
beit ſabbath I ever had. On a ſabbath night my 
George went to his reſt: I beſtowed him on God: 
bleſſed be his name; and he made me content. I 


would have given him all my children that way; 
and I hope it ſhall be ſo: bleſſed be his name!“ 


After a little pauſe he ſaid, “ Shall I forget Sion? 


Then let my right hand forget her cunning.. O; to 
have God returning to his church, and his work 
going on in the world! It every drop of my blood, 
every atom of my body, every hair of my head, 
were men, th 
this going on. 


ey ſhould all go to the fire, to have 


Atrer that he ſaid, „I could not believe; that I 


could have borne, and borne chearfully this rod fo 
This is a miracle, pain without pain. Bleſ- 
{ed be God that ever I'was born. I have a father, a 


mother, 


3 

mother, and ten brethren and ſiſters in heaven, and 
I ſhall be the eleventh. O bleſſed be the day that 
ever I was born! O if I were where he is! And 
yet for all this, God's withdrawing from me would 
make me as weak as water. All which I enjoy, 
though it be miracle upon miracle, would not make 
me ſtand without new ſupplies from God. The 
thing I rejoice in is, that God is altogether full, 
and that in Jeſus Chriſt there 1s all the fulneſs of 
the Godhead,” _. 

Then to his wife he ſaid, „O wait upon him; 
for he is a good God to all that ſerve him. He ne- 
ver takes any thing from them, but he gives them 
as good or better back again. My dear, we have 
had many a ſweet day together ; we muſt part for a 
while; but we ſhall meet again, and ſhall have one 
work, the praiſes of God, and the praiſes of the 
Lamb!“ 

Then to ſome preſent he ſaid, Do you think that 
he'll come and receive the priſoner of hope to-day ? 
Whether he do it or no, he is holy and righteous ; 
yet, I confeſs, I long for it. I do not tire: but the 
hireling longs for his wages. If in his adorable wif- 
dom he try me further, holy and reverend 1s his 
name; he is not wanting to me. I deſire only grace 
to be faithful unto death, until I come to the land 
of praiſes, to thy gates, O Jeruſalem, to give thanks 
to the name of the God of Jacob,” 

Then a miniſter aſking if he ſhould pray, he an- 
ſwered, ** Yea, yea, pray for me.” And after pray- 
er he ſaid, “ This night my ſkin has burned, my 
heart has panted, my body has been bruiſed, and 
there is a ſore upon me, that is racking my ſpirit: 
and yet I cannot ſay, but the Lord ſtill holds me 
in health in the midſt of all. If he ſhould pleaſe to 
continue me years in this caſe, I have no reaſon to 
complain.“ One ſaid, No hypocrite is able, in 
ſuch a condition, to counterfeit ſuch language.“ He 
anſwered, ** It is as great a wonder to me, as to any 


about me. Brother, I know not whether I may 
deſire 


TY. 
defire you to beg of the Lord, with reſpect to this 
poor body to ſhorten my trial, if it be his will: 
the hireling longs for his wages: but J have reaſon 
to do it with ſuomitton, 

I long for a deliverance from tl 7e:mainders of a 
body of fin. But it God lengthen: y trouble, then 
why not! Kighteous is his name. {1 know not what 
alteration way be, I conſeſe, I am like a bird on 
the wing: and I would fain be at Immanuel's land, 
where the tree of life is. 

Well, all this is encouragement to you, to ac- 

quaint yourſelves with God. All theſe ſoft cloaths 
are like ſackcloth to me; and yet I have perfect eaſe 
of ſpirit, My breaſt and my ftomach are drawn all 
together, as it were with cords ; and yet the mercy 
of God keeps me compoſed. W hat 1s this ? I could 
ſcarce have believed, even though I had been told, 
that I could have kept in the right exerciſe of my 
judgment, under this racking pain. Whatever come 
of it, this is a demonſtration that there 1s a reality 
in religion; and I rejoice in this, that God hath 
honoured a ſinful worm, ſo as to be a demonſtration 
of his grace, My dear friends, while I live, I muſt 
preach the goſpel, He has given me a while yet 
here, which ought to be reckoned precious, and fo 
long as it laſts, my work is ſtill to commend him. 
The word ſpeaks, providence ſpeaks in me; deſpiſe 
not the goſpel under this new diſcovery. I am a fin- 
ner; ſhame belongs to me: worthy is the Lamb to 
receive glory.” 

To two miniſters who ſtayed with him while the 
reſt went to church, he ſaid, ** It my head would 
bear it, I would fain hear ſinging. I do not find 
any change, and God has in ſome meaſure taken 
away my inclination to limit him as to the hour,” 
He then joined in finging the latter part of the 84th 
pſalm: and after finging ſaid, I always had a miſ- 
tuned voice, and which is worſe, a miſtuned heart; 
but when I join the temple ſervice above, _ 

; ſha 
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ſhall not be one ſtring of the affections out of 
tune.“ 

To ſome that came from church he ſaid, © You 
have been in the aſſembly of God's people, where- 
in communion with the Father and Son may be 
attained, Theſe enjoyments are ſome of the moſt 
valuable to be had here, and the way to the reſt 
which remaineth for the people of God, O how 
amiable are thy tabernacles even here! But how 
much more ſo above where there is the eagle's eye, 
that can ſee the glorious light, even the light of the 
Lord!“ 

Then to the miniſters he ſaid, When this trouble 
began, I expected no ſmile from God. I thought 
if I could ſteal away, creeping with terrors, to be 
plunged into eternity with a peradventure, it was 
fair. But he hath taken me out of the miry clay, 
and ſet my feet upon a rock. I am nothing, leis than 
nothing, a vile ſinner ; but mercy does all.“ 

In the night he cauſed the ſongs of degrees to be 
read; and faid, ** Theſe pſalms are to callF'd (ſay ſome) 
becauſe they were ſung on the ſteps of the ſtairs that 
led up to the temple, And what fitter to be read to a 
poor ſinner, that aims at climbing up the hill of 
God, where the great temple of God is ? 

8. Monday, Sept. 22. At half an hour paſt two, 
he aſk'd what hour it was, and ſaid, Early in the 
morning my friends ſhall be acquainted : tor I ex- 
pect this cough will haſten my deliverance. Well, 
well; I ſhall get out of the dark cloud; within 
a little I ſhall be in Abraham's boſom ; yea, in his, 
who carries the lambs in his boſom : and I am ſure 
of goodneſs and mercy to follow me. O how good 
is he to a poor worm! Let us exalt his name together, 
It is the conſtant employ of all above, day and night. 
They ſee and fing; they have a clear viſion. O 
when ſhall I fee his face, who is fairer than the 
ſons of men! Yea, who is brighter than the ſun in 
his ſtrength! * 
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To a miniſter he ſaid, ** Could I have believed 
(but I am an unbeliever) that I could have had this 
pleaſure in this. condition? Once or twice Satan 
was aſſaulting my faith. I waked in a fort of carnal 
frame, and I thought I had loſt my jewel; but now 
he will ſtand by me to the end. What ſhall T render 
to him? My bones are riſing thro' my ſkin ; and yet 
all my bones are praiſing him.“ 

Agger ſtruggling with a defluction in his throat, 
he ſaid; “ This is a meſſenger from God to haſten 
me home. The other day I would have gone away 
without this glorious evidence of the grace of God, 
But this is more for my advantage, that I am thus 
tried and comforted, I faid, Why are his chariot 
wheels ſo long a coming? But I will not ſay ſo any 
more, Yet a litttle while, and he that ſhall come 
will come and will not tarry.“ 

Then he ſaid, It I ſhould ſay that I would ſpeak 
no more in the name of the Lord, it would be like 
a fire within my breaſt.” And ſome looking at him 
as in amaze, he ſaid, © Why look ye ſtedfaſtly on 
me, as though by my might or power I were ſo ? 
Not 1, but the grace of God in me. *Tis the Spi- 
rit of God that ſupports me.” | 

To his wife he ſaid, © Be not diſcouraged, my 
dear, at the unavoidable conſequences of nature, 
"Tis an evidence that there is but a very little time 
more, and death will be ſwallowed up in victory : 
the body will be ſhaken in pieces, and yet bleſſed 
be God, my head is compoſed as it was before my 
ſickneſs. 

Then to ſome preſent he ſaid, “ My moiſture is 
much exhauſted this night, but the dew lies all night 
on my branches, the dew that waits not for man, 
nor tarries for the ſons of men. O what cannot 
grace do? How have I formerly repined at the 
hundredth part of this trouble ! O ſtudy the power 
of religion! *Tis the power of religion, and not the 
name, will give the comfort I find, I have peace 
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in the midſt of pain. And O how much of that I 
have had for a long time paſt! My peace has been 
like a river; not a diſcompoſed thought. There have 
been fome little ſuggeſtion, when my enemies joined 
in a league together, and made their great aſſault 
upon me. I had then one aſſault, and I was like 
to fall, But ſince the Lord rebuked them, there is 
not a diſcompoſed thought, but all is calm.“ 

To a gentlewoman he ſaid, ** You are come to 
ſee your old, dying friend; a wonder indeed, but a 
wonder of mercy. I am preaching ſtill, andI would 
be content ſo to do, till theſe fleſh and bones were 
waſted to nothing, The God of glory appeared to 
me, and the firſt ſight I had of him was ſuch, as won 
my heart to him, ſo as it was never looſed. Many 
wandrings I have had, but I was never myſelf, till I 
went back to my center again,” He then rattled a 
little in his throat, and ſaid, ** This may be irkſome 
to you; but every meſſenger of death is pleaſant to 
me; and I am only detained here, that I may trum- 
pet forth his praiſe a little longer.” 

About noon he ſaid, I was juſt thinking on the 

leaſant ſpot of earth I ſhall get to lie in, beſide Mr. 
Rutherford, Mr. Forreſter, and Mr, Anderſon. I 
ſhall come in as the little one among them, and I 
ſhall get my pleaſant George in my hand; and O 
we ſhall be a knot of bonny duſt.” Then he ſaid, 
4 It will not be all my fore bones, that will make 
me weary yet (as long as God gives me judgment 
to conceive, and a tongue to ſpeak) to preach his 
goſpel.” 

Then with the utmoſt warmth he broke out, 
© Strange! this body is ſinking into corruption, 


and yet my intellectuals are ſo lively, that I cannot 


ſay there is the leaſt alteration, the leaſt decay of 
judgment or memory. Such vigorous actings of my 
ſpirit toward God, and things that are not ſeen ! 


But not unto us; not unto us; which I muſt 3 
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fill on my heart, fince curſed felt is apt to ſteal the 
glory from God!“ 

Some time after he ſaid, „Good is the will of 
the Lord. Every one of theſe throws is good; and 
I muſt not want one of them: I muſt not fly from 
my poſt, but ſtand as a centinel, for this is my par- 
ticular work. This would be hard work without 
Chriſt: But 'tis eaſy with him, for he is the captain 
of my ſalvation.” 

He mentioned the pain in his head, but ſaid, “In 
a battle there muſt be blood and duſt, Every battle 
of the warrior is with confuſed noiſe, and garments 
rolled in blood. *Tis meet I ſhould be ſo hard put 
to it, that I may know to whom I owe my ſtrength. 
O that I were at the throne above, that my glim- 
mering ſight were taken away, that this unſteady 
faith might terminate in viſion!“ 

Then he ſaid, If I am able, though I cannot 
ſpeak, I'll ſhew you a ſign of triumph, when I am 
near glory !” 

To his wife he ſaid, My dear, be not diſcou- 
raged, tho” I ſhould go away in a fainting fit. The 
Lord's way is the beſt way. I am compoſed, Tho' 
my body be vexed, my ſpirit is untouched. 

One ſaid, 4+ Now you are putting your ſeal to that 
truth, that godlineſs 1s ou gain. And I hope you 
are encouraging yourſelt in the Lord.“ As a ſign of 
it, he lifted up his hands and clapped them. And 
in a little time, about ſeven in the morning, he 
went to the land, where the weary are at reſt, 


THE END. 
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